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THE RIGHTFUL HERITAGE 
OF THE JEWS 


By Liu Chieh 


Minister-Counselor of the Chinese Embassy 


HE CHINESE and the Jews are 

both ancient peoples with the long- 
est recorded history in the of 
mankind. As a historic-minded peo- 
ple, who cherish the traditions of their 
ancestors, we Chinese are able to under- 
stand the many unbreakable ties which 
link Jews all over the globe with the 
ancient land of Palestine. We have 
particular sympathy with the Jews for 
their aspirations to be restored to the 
land of their forefathers, which wit- 
nessed centuries ago the greatness of 
Jewish achievement. 

For five years now, the Chinese peo- 
ple have been going through indescrib- 
able horrors and sufferings of war, at 
the advance of a ruthless invader. Six- 
teen millions of men, women and chil- 
dren have been driven from their 
homes and have migrated to distant 
parts of the country. These millions of 
Chinese refugees from coastal prov- 
inces are settling in the hitherto unde- 
veloped hinterlands of China and are 
doing the kind of pioneer work which 
is being so magnificently done by Jew- 
ish immigrants in Palestine. My fel- 
low countrymen in China know, in 
their flesh, the privations and sufferings 
which have befallen the Jewish popu- 
lations in Europe, under the yoke of 
the totalitarian dictators. Now fight- 
ing in defense of their own hearth and 
freedom, the Chinese people must also 
be among the first to support the 
movement to restore to the Jewish 
people their rightful heritage. 

I am gratified to know that the 
movement for a Jewish National Home 
has now the unqualified support of so 
powerful and distinguished a body as 
the American Palestine Committee. 
This movement, I am convinced, is not 
just a humanitarian proposition but a 
movement of great international poli- 
tical importance. In the peace that is 
to follow the present world war, if a 
lasting international order is to be 
established on the basis of justice and 
equity, and if the rights of small na- 
tions are to be guaranteed against fu- 
ture enroachments, then the legitimate 
aspirations and rights of the Jewish 
people must, among other problems, be 
adequately protected before the ideals 
of democracy and world peace can be 
realized. 

I feel confident that under the spon- 
sorship of the American Palestine Com- 
mittee, and with the support of public 
opinion of the entire civilized world, 
the Jewish people can be assured of 
their share in the fruits of the final vic- 
tory that is to crown the efforts of the 
United Nations. 
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AMERICA’S PEACE AIMS 


ORDELL HULL’s recent radio address, publicly 

endorsed by the president, was a declar- 

ation to the country and to the world of how official 

America conceives the far-reaching changes to which 
a democratic victory must lead. 

This war, said Hull, “is not a war of nation against 
nation”. Nor, he might have added, is it a war be- 
tween groups or coalitions of nations fighting for 
control of lands and peoples. A rising sense of justice 
as well as a realistic understanding of national self- 
interest demand a world political structure in which 
all nations, without exception, should be recognized 
as equal with equal opportunities to enjoy security, 
freedom and access to the world’s natural resources. 

This principle has already been enunciated — 
in a much more general way—in the Atlantic Charter 
of last year. But that historic document made no 
mention of the countries of Asia and Africa and it was 
with justice that the Indians and Chinese pointed 
out that there was a need for a Pacific Charter and 
one for the “dark continent.” Nor did Secretary Hull’s 
declaration mention any Asiatic or African country 
by name. But he did point to the liquidation of 
Yankee imperialism in Cuba and the Philippines as 
an example. And he did enunciate the principle 
that any country fit and ready for self-government 
be allowed to rule itself. There is still the question, 
of course, of who is to determine this fitness and 
readiness. Is it to be the imperialist power that has 
had the rule of the country all along, or is the decision 
to be made by disinterested international bodies? A 
similar question arises with regard to who shall tutor 
the backward peoples to fitness and readiness for self- 
government. Only if this is done by some interna- 
tional body can the proper education of the native 
populace towards democracy and self-rule be carried 
out to its fullest possibilities. 

We must recognize, the moral and intellectual 
courage which was necessary before a man of Sec- 
retary Hull’s background could make the statement 
he did. He implied no less than a renunciation of the 
doctrine of national sovereignty. For he pointed 
clearly that the extreme nationalisms—of all powers 
—that brought about this war must be renounced. 
Victor and vanquished alike will have to surrender 
part of their sovereignty to an international body. 

He faced the problem of the place of the Axis 
nations in this projected international family realis- 
tically. There was no question of forgetting the 
bloodbath into which Germany, Italy and Japan 
have plunged the world and letting them into the 
new organization immediately. On the other hand, 


there is to be no policy of revenge, no racism in re- 
verse. We are not to consider enemy peoples as 
morally inferior. Immediately after the war they must 
be watched and controlled, but with every opportunity 
to demonstrate their fitness to enter into the new 
family of nations on the basis of equality. 

Understanding of the new reality has come late 
to America, but fortunately not too late. If only that 
understanding can be rooted in the conscience of the 
people and not be dimmed when the day of account- 
ing and reconstruction comes. After the first World 
War Main Street successfully revolted against Wilson. 
Let us hope it will not succeed in overcoming Roose- 
velt and Hull when this war is over. 


WitH CLEAN HaAnpbs 


MERICA showed its honest intention towards 
solving the problem of colonial peoples when 
Puerto Rico’s Governor, Rexford Guy Tugwell, with 
the obvious approval of thé President and the sub- 
sequent approval of the Department of the Interior, 
proposed that in 1944, or at the end of the war if it 
comes after 1944, the people of Puerto Rico be 
allowed to elect their own governor. 

It would be a mistake to consider this as a purely 
local matter, of importance only to the Western 
Hemisphere. This is America’s footnote to the 
Atlantic Charter, and it will constitute a hardly 
subtle hint to the British as regards India and to the 
Russians with respect to the Baltic countries. For, if 
America is to influence the imperial powers of Europe 
on the question of administrating their colonial ter- 
ritories, she must come to the peace conference with 
clean hands. 

The Filipinos know that when the Japanese oc- 
cupation troops are driven out, the pre-war American 
promise that American-Philippine relations will have 
nothing of the element of subjection in them will 
be kept. Alaska is as yet too small in population and 
the Hawaiian problem is ethnically and culturally too 
complicated for any action at this time. After the 
Philippine Islands, Puerto Rico is the only territory 
of any size where America could put her new prin- 
ciples into action. 

To be sure, the process is not yet completed, when 
the Portoricans have got the right to elect their gover- 
nors. Further in the distance is the prospect of Puerto 
Rico becoming an independent republic, with a treaty 
guaranteeing her advantages on the American mat- 
ket, or the forty-ninth state of the Union. Tugwell’s 
proposal is the first serious step in this direction. 





Americans must remember that the salutary role 
America can play at the peace conference is beyond 
estimation if she can show with a pure conscience that 
she has followed her principles and liquidated the 
remnants of her former imperialist policies. 


THE Crisis IN INDIA 


WE ARE publishing in this issue an article by 
Dr. Taraknath Das, whose name is well known 
to the readers of the JEWISH FRONTIER as a prom- 
inent representative of the Indian National move- 
ment and a sincere friend of the Jews and of Zionism. 
However, we are constrained to take issue with 
the views expressed by Dr Das on the present situa- 
tion in India. 

Whatever Britain's sins in India in the past or even 
in the present, the leaders of the Congress Party 
cannot claim immunity from responsibility for 
the perilous situation they are helping to create not 
only in their own country, but for the cause of world 
democracy generally. Their demands for Britain’s 
withdrawal from India at this time, at the most 
critical stage of the war, and for an immediate 
establishment of an independent national government 
in India are charged with grave consequences which 
cannot be fully foreseen at the present moment. 
England today has not only a right, but a duty to 
continue with her responsibility for the situation in 
and around India, to govern the country, to keep 
order, to regulate the country’s economic life and to 
protect it from aggression. No one invited England 
to come and take possession of India in the first 
place. But today she has a mandate—written or 
unwritten—to remain there as long as the war lasts. 
This mandate England actually holds in the name 
of China, of Russia, of America, all of whom would 
find their situation much worse than it is today if 
England’s position in India were weakened. 

Mr. Nehru, in his article in the Sunday Times 
Magazine of July 12, has uttered many bitter truths 
about the situation in Asia generally and in India in 
particular. But he has also stated one exceptionally 
dangerous fallacy, when he wrote that no matter 
how the war should end, there was no more room 
for Imperialism and that India was bound to become 
free and independent. There is absolutely no ground 
for this assurance. With the victory of the Fascist 
powers imperialism would gain new momentum and 
release new energies. The imperialism of the Axis 
* countries is much more insatiable, much more ruth- 
less and unscrupulous than the imperialism of Britain 
which has since begun to lose faith in itself. If the 
Axis should win the war, India may perhaps avoid 
Nazi domination and the rule of the Nordic “master 
race”, but she would then become a part of the “co- 
_ prosperity sphere” of the Japanese militarists. The 
latter, after destroying the power of England, Holland 
and America in the Pacific and after vanquishing 
China and Russia, are not likely to leave out of their 
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scheme of conquest the rich subcontinent of India 
and would convert its population into robots as they 
have done in Korea and in the conquered parts of 
China. 

It is true that the resolution of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All India National Congress does not 
require England to withdraw her military forces from 
India immediately, but only to relinquish the civil 
administration which is to be handed over to a na- 
tional government (At the same time we hear from 
Gandhi that an Indian administration would prob- 
ably appoint ambassadors to Berlin, Rome and 
Tokyo where they would make pacifist propaganda, 
that is, diplomatic relations with the Axis would be 
maintained in wartime). But it is practically impos- 
sible to draw a line between diplomacy, military, and 
civil administration in a total war such as is being 
fought now. Besides, one cannot ignore the complica- 
tions facing the establishing of a national government 
in India. We should like to believe with Nehru and 
other Indian Nationalists that a way can be found to 
establish a modus vivendi between the Congress and 
the Moslems or between the Congress and other fac- 
tors and groups, such as the untouchables, the native 
princes and the Sikhs. But it is a difficult taks at best 
and may be attended with serious clashes. It would 
better be left to a more normal or, at least, a less 
abnormal period than the present one. 

Perhaps the best solution for the present impasse is 
a joint declaration by the leaders of the Allied Nations 
about the freedom of India after the war, a declara- 
tion which would amount to America, Russia and 
China countersigning Britain’s pledge. 


ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 


"1 HITHER RUSSIA”, the article by Victor 

Chernoff which was printed in the July issue 
of the JEWISH FRONTIER, has aroused considerable 
discussion. Several letters received at our editorial 
office indicate that the writers believe that by the 
publication of this article we have wilfully given aid 
and comfort to the enemy. In view of the misunder- 
standings which have been caused by the article in 
question, we consider it an obligation to all our 
readers to clarify our position in this matter. 

In the first place we should like to state again, as 
we have stated repeatedly since the Nazi attack on 
Russia, that we consider the cause of Russia inextric- 
ably bound up with the cause of the United States, 
Great Britain and China in the struggle against Hitler, 
and that we oppose any inner dissension or mistrust 
between the allies which might weaken the joint 
strength of the United Nations. However, we have 
never considered this general position incompatible 
with criticism of a particular issue. We have not 
hesitated to differ sharply with the Churchill govern- 
ment on numerous occasions. We have used our 
democratic privilege of comment and criticism in 
regard to our own State Department, without feeling 
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that our loyalty to our government or to the cause of 
victory was in any way prejudiced by such discussion. 


In regard to the criticism of the Stalin regime ex- 
pressed by Victor Chernoff, a leader of the Socialist- 
Revolutionary party, who had been President of the 
all Russian Constituent Assembly, we should like to 
say this: To begin with, we accepted no editorial 
responsibility for Mr. Chernoff’s statements as we 
made clear in our foot-note. However, we felt that a 
Russian political opponent was as free to criticize 
what he considered to be errors of policy or strategy 
committed by the government of his native land as 
are political opposition leaders in England who show 
no hesitancy in attacking government officials, includ- 
ing Churchill. When, in the hours of greatest stress, 
we read a report of a vigorous parliamentary debate, 
we generally accept it as a demonstration of a vitally 
functioning democratic spirit We do not cry 
“treason.” 

In his analysis of Russia to-day, Mr. Chernoff saw 
fit to extoll the young Soviet generals at the expense 
of Stalin. Since we accept the principle of /ese majeste 
no more in regard to Russia than we do in regard to 
Great Britain or our own country, we cannot view 
such criticism as an attack on Soviet Russia, particu- 
larly, as, whether or not we agree with the various 
points raised by Mr. Chernoff, we can all subscribe 
to his conclusion: “Along with the Soviet army which 
today is nothing less than a nation in arms, along 
with the Soviet rear they now celebrate what the 
democratic and socialist Russian emigrants from. the 
Soviet Union are celebrating in the triumph of the 
Atlantic Charter, which brings Soviet Russia into the 
world of powers fighting for world democracy.” 


It is no concern of ours whether or not our readers 
agree with Mr. Chernoff on the respective merits of 
the Russian Soviet generals or Stalin. The pages of 
the JEWISH FRONTIER were extended to Mr. Chernoff 
as to a revolutionary leader whose political past 
entitles him to a hearing on a subject of which he 
can speak with first-hand knowledge, even when his 
views are those of a dissenting minority. 


This is not the first time that we have interpreted 
the rights of free debate more liberally than some 
readers think advisable. We are a Zionist journal, 
but our readers will remember that on one occasion 
we printed an article by Gandhi which differed from 
our view-point. We did this in the interests of that 
intellectual freedom to which we render more than 
lip service. 


To reiterate: We accept responsibility only for our 
editorial statements. These have made it abundantly 
clear how firmly we stand for whole-hearted cooper- 
ation with Soviet Russia in this war, regardless of 
what previous differences we may have had with the 
Russian regime, and how deeply we honor the heroic 
stand of the Russian people against the Nazi 
aggressor. 


BriTIsH LABOR AND THE 
JEWISH PROBLEM 


E SHOULD CONSIDER the resolution on the 

Jewish problem adopted unamimously by the 
Annual Conference of the British Labor Party held 
in London last May—the text of which was published 
in our July issue—in conjunction with a similar reso- 
lution adopted two years ago. At the Conference 
held in Bournemouth in May, 1940 a resolution was 
adopted concerning the Jews which was much fuller 
and included a demand to rescind the White Paper 
and another one for an adequate Jewish representa- 
tion at the Peace Conference. But, as our London 
correspondent, Dr. H. Levenberg, points out, the lat- 
est resolution is more significant. The Bournemouth 
resolution, which, incidentally, is still valid, was intro- 
duced by the Poalei-Zion of Great Britain who are 
affiliated with the British Labor Party, and was 
adopted only a few days after British Labor entered 
the Cabinet. The London resolution, on the other 
hand, forms a part of a larger declaration on the 
international situation moved by Philip Noel Baker, 
M.P. one of the Party’s experts on international 
affairs, and was carried after the British Labor Party 
has been in the government for two years. 

It is significant that the British Labor Party, whose 
influence in the country is at present much greater 
than one could gauge by ‘its representation in Parlia- 
ment or in the Government, has taken an official 
stand on the Jewish question and has not followed the 
conspiracy of silence characteristic of some English- 
men of importance today. Thus the British Labor 
Party remains true to its tradition of demanding 
equal rights for the Jews everywhere and an oppor- 
tunity to rebuild their ancient homeland in Palestine. 

In December, 1917 a special conference of the 
British Labor Party and the Trade Union Congress 
held in London, adopted a “War Aims Memorandum” 
after it had been duly approved by all affiliated bodies, 
in which it demanded for the Jews “elementary rights 
of tolerance, freedom of residence and trade and equal 
citizenship” in every. country and “a free state, under 
international guarantees” in Palestine, “to which as 
many .of the Jewish people as desire to do so, might 
return. and work out their salvation free from inter- 
ference by those of alien race and religion.” During 
the San Remo Peace Conference the National Labor 
organizations addressed a special appeal: to the then 
Prime Minister, Mr. Lloyd George, urging the neces- 
sity of a League of Nations mandate for the adminis- 
tration of Palestine with a view to its réconstitution as 
the national home for the: Jewish people. In 1922, 
when a vigorous campaign was started against Zion- 
ism by reactionary elements, and the House of Lords 
was made the scene of violent accusations against Jew- 
ish efforts in Palestine, Arthur Henderson made an 
official statement to the effect that the British Labor 
Party believes that the responsibilities of the British 
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people in Palestine should be fulfilled to the utmost 
of their power. The Labor Party’s Conferences in 
Scarborough (1920), Brighton (1921 and 1929), 
Llandudno (1930), Scarborough (1931), Edinburgh 
(1936), Bournemouth (1937), Southport (1939) 
and Bournemouth (1940), Trade Union Congresses 
in Plymouth (1936), Norwich (1937), Blackpool 
(1938) and numerous declarations and speeches by 
Socialists in Parliament have consistently expressed 
the sympathy of British Labor with the Zionist idea 
and its vigorous protests against the many attacks 
made on the Jewish national home, and the attempts 
to check its growth during the last twenty years. 


This does not mean that all circles in the British 
Labour Movement are conversant with the Jewish 
problem and Palestine, or appreciate the implications 
of the recent resolution. It does not mean either that 
there are no anti-Zionists in the Labor Movement. 
It is enough to mention the names of McLaren, M_P., 
Stokes, M.P., Price, M.P., or the attitude of some 
local groups which have been under the influence 
of Communists. What it means is that the British 
Labor Movement as a whole has a long tradition of 
friendship and sympathy with Jewish National aspir- 
ations in Palestine. 


THE Protest MEETING 


N TUESDAY, JULY 21st, a mass-meeting was 
held in the Madison Square Gardens to pro- 
test against the barbarities perpetrated by the Nazis 
on the Jews of Europe, to proclaim that these crimes 
would not go unpunished, and to demand for the 
Jews of Palestine a chance to fight for their Home- 
land. On the whole, the meeting accomplished its 
purpose. The messages from Churchill, Roosevelt, 
from the representatives of every Allied govern- 
ment and from many leaders in America, as well 
as the addresses delivered at the meeting, gave expres- 
sion to the sorrow of the Jews and the horror and 
sympathy of the world. 

Roosevelt's message, which was received enthusi- 
astically by the audience, was lacking in two im- 
portant aspects: it did not stress the unique character 
of the sufferings of the Jews as specially singled out 
by the Nazis for thorough extermination, and it failed 
to make any mention of Palestine. Although the 
President personally is known to feel a strong sym- 
pathy for the work of the Jewish rehabilitation in 
Palestine, he evidently avoided embarrassing the 
British by taking a stand on the question at this time. 
Premier Churchill is more explicit on the part of 
the Jews in the Nazi scheme: “The Jews were 
Hitler’s first victims and ever since they have been 
in the forefront of resistance to Nazi aggression.” 
But his reference to the Jews of Palestine bears the 
mark of an uneasy conscience and an attempt to 
anticipate a demand for a Jewish army: 

“I acknowledge the eager support which the Jews 
of Palestine above all are already giving. Over 
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10,000 are now serving with British forces in the 
Middle East; more than 20,000 are enrolled in various 
police formations in Palestine and as in this country, 
great numbers are employed in that front line consti- 
tuted by pursuits and industries essential for the 
prosecution of the war. 

“The first defenses of Palestine are the armies fight- 
ing in the Western desert in which Palestinians are 
playing their full part. Our efforts must primarily 
be concentrated on ensuring success of these armies. 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
took risks in the dark days in 1940 to discharge their 
obligations in the Middle East and they have through- 
out been animated by the determination that the 
Jewish population in Palestine should in all practic- 
able ways play its part in resistance of the United 
Nations to oppression and brutalities of Nazi Ger- 
many which it is the purpose of your meeting this 
evening to condemn.” 

Hon. Leighton McCarthy, Canadian Minister to 
the United States, in his message records that the 
Jews of Palestine “are fighting manfully in defense 
of their homeland, and that virtually the whole of 
their manpower is mobilized either in the fighting 
forces or in essential war occupations,” and assures 
the Jews of “Canada’s utmost support in their 
struggle to restore the liberties of their race through- 
out Europe and to defend the sacred soil from which 
it sprang.” 

One can easily read into the words of Mr. Churchill 
and Mr. McCarthy and into the utterances of many 
speakers at the mass-meeting—both Jewish and non- 
Jewish—the conclusion inherent in the logic of his- 
tory, that there can be no adequate compensation 
for the sufferings of the Jews without a Jewish 
Homeland in Palestine and that it is only the latter 
which lends meaning to Jewish martyrdom. The 
inevitable corollary is that Jews ought to have an 
army of their own to defend their homeland. Mr. 
John P. Green of the CIO, after making an impas- 
sioned plea against racial intolerance in America 
and after warning against complacency in that re- 
gard, added a thought which is as simple as it is 
self-evident, that the Jews ought to cease being a 
nation of wanderers and have a land of their own 
and that in this war the Jews of Palestine ought to 
have an army of their own. The most impressive 
words in this respect were those of Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge: 

“I am confident that a happier day will come to 
pass. A new and a better world is coming into 
being. A world erected on the ruins of Hitlerism 
by a triumphant America and by the victorious 
United Nations. In this world there will be a place 
in the sun for the Jewish people by the re-establish- 
ment of a Jewish commonwealth in ancient Judea. 
I have a vision of a world of freedom and peace 
which will restore the dignity of man and the right 
of every people to live its own life on its own soil. 
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“May I, at the close, pay my tribute to the Jewish 
volunteers of Palestine with whom I had the privi- 
lege to serve in some of the fighting in Lybia. These 
Jewish lads in Palestine are truly Maccabean, and 
their courage was an example and inspiration. 

“I like to believe that the day is near when a 
Jewish army of Palestine will march side by side 
with the armies of the United Nations in this fight 
for freedom and for the redemption of mankind.” 

Unfortunately, a discordant note was introduced 
by Governor Herbert Lehman into an otherwise fine 
address when he said: “I do not want to see a 
Jewish army created. I am confident that the people 
of Palestine generally want no separate Jewish army.” 
The words betray the assimilationist whose view on 
the Jews is obscured by numerous complexes and 
inhibitions. Who are “the people of Palestine gen- 
erally” about whom Mr. Lehman is confident that 
they want no seperate Jewish army? Is it the Jews of 
Palestine? Mr. Lehman is too well informed to think 
so. For the last three years all representative bodies of 
the Jewish community have been clamoring for the 
creation of a Jewish armed force, repeatedly making 
representations and pledging themselves to mobilize 
all available manpower. As to the Arabs, they are 
still inarticulate, but their unauthorized leaders are op- 
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posed to a Jewish army. But those same leaders are 
rather unenthusiastic about any army fighting on the 
side of the Allies. Mr. Lehman seems to speak of 
Palestinians fighting for Palestine as if the case were 
analogous to Americans fighting for America. He 
ought to—and probably does—know the difference. 


But Mr. Lehman’s words, immediately following 
his remark on the Jewish army, strike a different note: 


“But the thousands of brave, strong, young Jews 
of Palestine who have built up their land for the 
benefit of all—Christian, Jew and Mohammedan 
alike—should be given the opportunity of defend- 
ing their homes and the products of their bitter toil. 
They have long shown their courage and strength. 
By their sacrifices they have long given evidence of 
their devotion to the ideals of freedom and justice. 
They should be permitted to fight side by side with 
their British and American friends, in behalf of our 
common cause—the defense of democracy, of free- 
dom and of security. It is a right which they are 
entitled to demand—it is a duty and a privilege which 
should not be denied them.” 

These words sound like a plea—and a strong plea 
at that—for a Jewish army in substance, but not in 
name. Is it the fear of being identified? 


WE SALUTE YOU 


by James M. Mead 
U.S. Senator from New York 


HE INTERVAL between the two world wars of 
our generation is a period that we shall not look 
back on with much pride. It is a sad and gloomy 
record of lost opportunities, of blighted hopes, of 
chronic chaos. Last month, however, we marked the 
twentieth anniversary of one of the few occasions 
which we can recall with genuine satisfaction. I refer 
to the resolution passed by the unanimous vote of the 
Congress of 1922 approving the principle of the Bal- 
four Declaration and the League of Nations mandate 
for Palestine. Through that resolution, Congress 
gave expression to the recognition by the vast major- 
ity of Americans of the right of the Jewish people to 
their national homeland in Palestine. That resolution 
was later signed by President Harding and has been 
reaffirmed by every subsequent American President. 
I deem it one of the proudest privileges of my public 
life to have been a member of that Congress of 1922. 
I equally cherish my membership in the American 
Palestine Committee. For the rebirth of the Jewish 
people, the renascence of a nation which that resolu- 
tion encouraged is one of the most glorious epics of 
the modern era. 
The anniversary of that expression of American 
support of the Jewish National Homeland in Pales- 


tine is now of much more than academic or senti- 
mental importance. At present the Middle East is 
uppermost in our minds. The long-heralded offensive 
of the Axis has finally begun. Hitler is throwing 
everything he has into a gigantic effort to crush the 
steel will and the steel walls of our mighty Russian 
allies. His armies in Africa have made critical gains 
in their drive on Suez. The Japanese are marking 
time in Burma, gathering their forces for their west- 
ward push on India. Together, they are attempting to 
encircle the entire Middle East; to gain the oil of the 
Caucasus, of Iraq and Iran; to isolate the forces of the 
Soviet Union from the aid they are receiving; to sever 
that most vital artery of the United Nations, the Suez 
Canal. Should they succeed, our victory—the victory 
of all humanity—will be postponed for many years, 
if not fatally imperiled. Once again, as so often in the 
past, the fate of civilization may be decided on the 
borders of Palestine, on the plains of Megiddo, before 
the very gates of Jerusalem. What happens in Pales- 
tine today, therefore, matters not merely to the Jew- 
ish people or their National Homeland. It is of 
gravest concern to every American, to everyone in the 
world who is fighting and working and praying to 
give mankind a decent future. 








Twenty years ago, our support of the Jewish 
National Homeland was an act of elementary justice. 
We joined the rest of the civilized world in restoring 
to a long-suffering people the soil of which history 
had so cruelly robbed them. We did no more than 
give the Jewish people the opportunity to begin the 
long journey home. 

But it was not only an act of justice. It was an act 
of faith. It was an act of faith because we were giving 
to a people who had not practised the arts of statecraft 
for centuries the chance to build a nation.- We were 
giving to a people who had been dispersed for genera- 
tions the chance to recreate its own existence. 

Events have proved that our faith was not mis- 
placed nor our optimism unfounded. The growth of 
the Jewish National Homeland in twenty years from 
a tiny settlement of some tens of thousands to a thriv- 
ing and modern community of more than a half mil- 
lion is one of the most thrilling and glorious episodes 
in history. While the rest of the world was plunging 
headlong into the abyss of depression and war, Jewish 
Palestine was building and expanding. Where other 
nations were harnessing their energies to destructive 
purposes, the Jews of Palestine were uniting in creat- 
ive enterprise. Where others were ravaging whole 
countries, the Jews were transforming a wasteland. 
Where others brought death, the Jewish Homeland 
brought life. And it brought life not merely to the 
half-million who came to its shores. It gave life to 
those millions of Jews who, throughout the most 
ruthless persecution any people has known, were sus- 
tained only by the hope of being able to reach their 
Homeland. 

More important than anything else, all these 
things were done through the dynamic inspiration of 
the democratic ideal. Nowhere in the world is the 
dedication to the democratic faith, to social progress, 
to human freedom, more profound than in the Jewish 
Homeland. 

During the past twenty years, the area of the world 
in which freedom and democracy reigned has been 
constantly shrinking. Today, we are engaged in the 
bloodiest war in history to restore the four freedoms 
proclaimed by our President to those from whom they 
have been taken; we are pledged to give them to 
those people who have never known their blessings. 
During the past twenty years, the Jewish National 
Homeland has been translating those ideals for which 
we now fight, into the realities of everyday life. It has 
restored to a half-million people that individual dig- 
‘nity that comes from the ability to think freely, to 
speak freely, to worship freely. It has given an entire 
people that moral stature that comes from common 
participation in a noble and creative adventure. It has 
freed a nation from the fear and insecurity that are 
the worst products of homelessness and helplessness. 

Today, the Jewish National Homeland stands as a 
thriving oasis of democracy in a vast desert of indif- 
ference and lukewarmness to democracy’s fate. If the 
nations of the world during the past two decades had 
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displayed more statesmanship and less politics, more 
vision and less appeasement; if we had opened the 
doors of Palestine to those who clamored for admis- 
sion, that fortress would today be manned not merely 
by 500,000 fervent allies of the democratic cause. It 
would be manned by millions of freedom’s friends. 

But, however remarkable the achievements of the 
Jewish National Homeland have been in the past, it 
holds even greater promise for the future. I have 
already suggested that the fate of the United Nations, 
the fate of America, may shortly be decided on the 
soil of Palestine. That means that we must muster 
every available man in that area, every resource at our 
command, for that crucial struggle. The losses we of 
the United Nations have suffered in Libya, at Tobruk, 
make that mobilization more urgent than ever before. 
Already, the Jewish community of Palestine has 
given of itself, of its manpower and resources and 
energy, far out of proportion to its numbers. But 
there are many more who are clamoring for the 
Opportunity to serve, who are passionately eager to 
give their all in freedom’s battle. So far, we of the 
United Nations have failed fully to avail ourselves of 
that reservoir of strength and energy. It is the 
eleventh hour. Every minute we delay the full mobi- 
lization of the Jews of Palestine as a fighting force, 
standing freely and equally in the ranks of the United 
Nations, we are jeopardizing the victory on which the 
future of mankind rests. 

Palestine is destined to play a vital role in the war. 
It will play an even more important role in the peace. 
Throughout Europe, there will be millions of Jews, 
driven from their homes and uprooted from their 
occupations, who will have to be resettled. Palestine, 
alone, will have the will and the capacity and the 
eagerness to absorb many of them. And they will go 
there, not as immigrants to a doubtful welcome in a 
foreign land, but as a people returning to the soil of 
its forefathers, to the community of friend and family. 

And, in the peace, Palestine may well serve as an 
object lesson for all mankind. The world, devastated 
by strife, will have to rebuild its shattered structure. 
It can find no better model of a nation rebuilt in a 
spirit of cooperative effort, of common sacrifice, of 
democratic idealism than the Jewish National Home- 
land. 

Jewish Palestine, too, can perform a most vital 
function in forging that international fellowship of 
peoples towards which we all aspire. We have learned 
during these past twenty years that politics, like 
nature, abhors a vacuum. Where there is no democ- 
racy, or where democracy is weak and timid, fascism 
and reaction rush in to fill the void. And then, their 
dank odors spread around the world. It will be a 
major concern of ours in building the peace to make 
certain that the principles of democracy and progress 
take firm root everywhere. No part of the world will 
be more important than the vast hinterland of Asia. 
I look forward to the day when democracy will 
launch a gigantic pincers movement of its own; 
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when, from Jewish Palestine in the Near East and 
from the awakening India in the South and from the 
new China in the Far East; the democratic ideal will 
spread forth throughout all of Asia, embracing that 
vast continent in a fellowship of democratic freedom. 


Twenty years ago, we in America expressed our 
support of the Jewish National Homeland as an act 
of justice and an act of faith. Today that support 
must be renewed as an act of practical common sense. 
What happens in Palestine will decisively affect our 
fortunes in war. Its future will be intimately related 
with our fortunes in the peace. That is why we, in 
America, on the 20th anniversary of the Congres- 
sional resolution in support of the Jewish National 
Homeland, must say to the Jews of Palestine: “You, 
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in whom we placed our faith twenty years ago; you, 
who by your determination and energy and courage 
have so fully vindicated that faith; you, who by your 
record have so unanswerably established your claim 
to the nationhood in your ancient Homeland. In this 
hour of our common peril, in this moment of our 
common trial, we of America salute you. We salute 
you for the qualities of creativeness, of constructive- 
ness, of idealism you have displayed. We salute you 
for your achievements. We salute you for the fervent 
loyalty to the democratic ideal you have revealed. 
And in saluting you, we pledge ourselves anew, our 
continued support of your National Homeland. And 
when, with God’s help, victory is finally ours, we 
shall go forward together with all free peoples to that 
new world towards which humanity is aspiring.” 


A SAINT IN SODOM 


by Hayim Greenberg 


Toyohiko Kagawa for “violating the military 

e.” This formula is used in Japan in arresting 
citizens accused of espionage, desertion, treason and 
“moral succor to the enemy.” Most likely it was the 
last named variety of “violating the military code” of 
which Kagawa was accused. No doubt in an open 
court Kagawa would readily “plead guilty” to such 
an accusation. 

In April of this year we learned from the Tokyo 
English-language broadcast that in December of 
1941, shortly before the attack at Pearl Harbor, 
Kagawa had been freed and that he had led several 
hundred of his followers in fasting and praying for 
peace between his country and America. Why the 
controlled radio in Tokyo found it necessary to 
inform the outside world of this event is not quite 
clear: it may have intended to ridicule the fasting 
and the praying of the Christians which in this case 
had so little effect on the ways of Providence. 
Kagawa’s friends in America were happy to learn 
that he was free again and well enough to endure the 
long fasting. But lately unconfirmed reports reached 
us that soon after the outbreak of the war against 
America he was sent to prison again for “lack of 
patriotism” and for “sympathies with the‘enemy.” 

No one can deny that such charges are well 
founded. If patriotism means what the ruling 
military clique in Japan understands by that word, 
Kagawa is not a patriot, and there is no doubt that he 
entertains sympathies not merely for America, but for 
all other “enemies” against which Japan today wages 
a war of aggression. 

From the first day that the war began between 
Japan and China, Kagawa has been “helping” the 
victims of his country’s army. He helps them now 


\ ie YEARS AGO the Japanese police arrested 
cod 


with a kind word, now with the assurance he gives 
the Chinese that thousands and thousands of Japan- 
ese soldiers go into the battle against their will and 
against their conscience, and that there are still 
people in Japan who in their hearts condemn the 
brutal policy of their government. I myself could 
easily supply any court with material to prove 
Kagawa’s “guilt.” Two years ago he even composed 
a prayer for the welfare of China. The prayer was 
recited in many Japanese Christian churches until the 
police arrested the ministers and dispersed the wor- 


shippers. 

Kagawa’s life is an open book. He has never had 
any dealings with secret organizations and he is not 
involved, nor is he by nature capable of being 
involved, in any conspiracy. His political career—if 
it may be so called—began in 1904 when he was 
stoned by the mobs of Japan’s large cities for his 
pacifist propaganda at the very time of Japan’s 
brilliant victories over Russia. His record was known 
to the government and it is rather surprising that he 
had never been arrested until two years ago. Evid- 
ently even the Fascist camarilla which rules Japan 
today could not overcome a certain feeling of awe 
before the saintly personality of the tubercular old 
man who possesses an inexhaustible fund of moral 
energy, who is the friend and benefactor of the poor 
and oppressed in Japan, who cleared the slums in 
Japan’s ports and who is to millions of his com- 
patriots the conscience of Japan. Similarly Czar 
Nicholas for many years could not muster the courage 
to arrest Tolstoy—not as some poorly informed for- 
eign biographers thought because Tolstoy belonged 
to the nobility of the country (the Czar did not 
hesitate to exile other counts and princes to Siberia), 
but because Tolstoy was too much the personification 
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of Russian conscience and exerted too much influence 
on public opinion. 

But there is a limit to the tolerance of the generals 
and to the respect of the militarists. Japan cannot go 
on “reorganizing Asia” and permitting Kagawa to 
undermine the morale of the people by preaching of 
love. Kagawa’s articles, sermons and church services 
were dangerous and contained real dynamite which 
might in time explode. Once, at the beginning of 
Japan’s punitive expedition against China, Kagawa 
stood still for a long while before a throng of wor- 
shippers in a church with his head bent. When he 
raised his head and ‘spoke quietly, his congregation 
was amazed to hear the following words: “This is not 
Kagawa standing before you, but his shadow. The 
real Kagawa is far-far away in China, with the suffer- 
ing mothers and children, with the hungry and the 
wounded and with those made homeless by the war.” 
No military oligarchy could tolerate such “demoral- 
ization.” 


= THE eyes of the hundred percenters of Japan, 
Kagawa is an apostate. He has long ago renounced 
both Buddhism and Shintoism. His aristocratic origin 
did not prevent him from denying the divine origin 
of the Mikado and of the nobles and to embrace an 
alien religion. For over thirty years he has been a 
Protestant, although his theology is not strictly and 
consistently one of his adopted creed. That all men 
are created equal and are the children of God has 
long seemed to him an obvious and self-evident truth 
for which he needed neither philosophical nor theo- 
logical proofs nor the Scriptures of Judaism and 
Christianity. Since this fundamental tenet of religion 
is to be found in Buddhism, Lao-Tzeism and all other 
faiths of the East, one wonders why for the sake of 
this alone, Kagawa found it necessary to join a Chris- 
tian church. Gandhi, who has a genuine respect for 
the Bible, both for the Old and the New Testaments, 
has always felt that there was nothing in Judaism and 
Christianity to add to what he cherishes in his native 
faith. It may be that Kagawa found in Christianity a 
particular emphasis on certain spheres of life or that 
some early influences made him see in the Christian 
religion the highest expression of his religious and 
humanitarian cravings. 

Though a pious Christian, Kagawa has long ago 
turned his back on formal Christianity and has often 
condemned the lack of spirit and the hypocrisy of 
most church institutions. The supporters and directors 
of the missionary schools in Japan where he studied, 
who also sent him to study at Princeton University, 
expected him to become a leading Christian divine in 
Japan, perhaps a bishop. But Kagawa disappointed 
them. From America he brought to Japan an interest 
in social welfare work, in education, in slum-clearing 
and in cooperative enterprises rather than in the 
niceties of Christian theological dogmas. He is too 
much the prophet to don the garb of the priest and 
devote himself to priestly duties. The deeper becomes 
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his connection with Christianity as a doctrine of 
ethical heroism, the more critical he is of Chris- 
tendom. In one of the last works he published in 
America* he expressed his attitude in frank and 
candid terms: 

“I have to confess, although I do so with great 
reluctance, that the Christian Church today is not 
preaching a gospel which satisfies the whole life of 
man. That is the reason for the rise of Marxian 
Communism. If the Church had been fulfilling its 
mission of love in action in modern times, there 
would have been no reason for the rise of Marxianism 
in its present proportion. When the Christian Church 
went off at a tangent and inclined too much to 
idolatry, Mohammedaism appeared like a scourge in 
the hand of God to bring the Church back to the 
right path. In like manner today revolutionary Com- 
munism is scourging us to awaken us again to the 
Church’s true mission. Christians must meet this 
supreme challenge by putting love into effective 
action in a world-wide brotherhood movement.” 

Kagawa’s Christianity is carried into practice by 
the establishment of trade unions and farmer cooper- 
atives, by stevedore strikes free from any physical 
violence, by teaching the Japanese masses to eat 
healthy food and to sow soya beans as a change from 
rice, and by his ardent advocacy of internationalism 
and absolute pacifism. For many years the poor home 
in which he lived in Kobe was a welfare center in it- 
self which served as a hospital, an orphanage, a hostel 
and a church. When asked during his last visit in 
America what he taught the many tramps, former 
prostitutes, former criminals and beggars or the 
tuberculars who came into his house, he replied that 
he taught them the three R’s—reading, writing and 
. . . respect for human dignity and for themselves. 
Hundreds, perhaps thousands of poor people learned 
from Kagawa that their emaciated ravaged bodies 
covered by rags carried within them the spark of 
divinity worthy of respect. “We have in Japan two 
types of Christians,” a Japanese told me in England 
some time ago, “the so-called ‘rice-Christians’ who 
adopt the faith for the sake of the rice packages given 
out in the missions, and the Kagawa Christians the 
like of whom is not to be found in England or in 
America.” 

Still, rice plays an important part in Kagawa’s 
Christianity. To him the feeding of a hungry man is 
not a mere act of charity, but a religious sacrament. 
He likes to quote the account of the Holy Supper at 
the Sea of Tiberias as told in John, chapter twenty. 
In that account when Jesus appeared resurrected for 
the third time before his disciples, he gave them fish 
and bread, as if for that alone his resurrection in the 
flesh was worth while. Kagawa likes to recall that 
for five centuries Christians celebrated this “Supper 
of Love” and that for many generations a meal con- 
sisting of fish and bread has been the third sacrament 
after baptism and the reminder of the “Lord’s Last 





* Brotherhood Economics, Harper and Brothers, N. Y. 1936 
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Supper.” In this he sees the “practical” potentialities 
of the Christian religion for reviving the socialism 
germane to Christianity which degenerated Chris- 
tendom suppressed. As patterns of Christians Kagawa 
often cites in his sermons the “believers” of whom 
Clement of Alexandria tells that they used to sell 
themselves into slavery in order to give away their 
price to the hungry, the sick and the suffering. 


| ae plain belongs to the same type as Tolstoy 
and Gandhi, but he is much less complicated. 
Perhaps because of that he escaped those pseudo- 
religious and pseudo-ethical extremes which mark 
the Russian artist and God-seeker and the Hindu 
moralist and politician. Unlike Tolstoy and Gandhi, 
Kagawa is a great admirer of science and technical 
progress and sees in them a source of liberation rather 
than of enslavement for humanity. He believes that 
Asia has not learned enough from Europe and 
America in the fields of technical development, 
medicine and social hygiene. While Gandhi sees in 
the locomotive an evil demon whose smoke drives 
away the gods from the forests, Kagawa sees in it a 
blessing. He dreams of such crassly mundane things 
as bacon on the breakfast table of every Japanese 
family. He is in his own way a consistent reform 
socialist and he finds in religion, especially in Chris- 
tianity, a stimulus for economic progress and social 
rejuvenation. 

Kagawa has faith in the future of Japan, although 
he spares no words to condemn the present conditions 
in his country. The average Japanese, he writes, has 
now become a robot, and the air is poisoned with 
servile mechanical discipline. He reminded his coun- 
trymen that everything of spiritual and cultural value 
has come to them from the Chinese whom they were 
now repaying with bombs. He is deeply. grieved by 
the mad spirit of aggression which enveloped his 
fatherland, but at the same time he is sensitive to 
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every act which offends the feelings of the Japanese. 
When the Japanese Exclusion Act was adopted in 
1924 by the United States Senate, he wrote: 


“The Japanese people are sorry to find out that the 
spirit of Washington and Lincoln does not abide in 
the hearts of the United States citizens. America 
today is only a land of liberty for the White race.” 
And he reminded his American friends that for years 
the portraits of the two great Americans had hung on 
the walls of Japan’s elementary schools and that 
Japanese children had been taught that the two great 
emancipators recognized an equal status for the 
Japanese. But Kagawa’s disillusionment with Amer- 
ica did not call forth in him any hatred or bitterness. 
He believes that sooner or later Japan and America 
will cooperate in building a world federation on the 
foundations of universal social equality. 


Kagawa sees two perils facing his country: mater- 
ialistic Communism with which Russia is likely in : 
certain situation to inundate Japan, and the mean 
home grown militarism of her own ruling clique. He 
has faith in the forces of the Japanese people to over- 
come both menaces. To call those forces into being 
and to mobilize them, he holds on to life by every 
thin thread within his reach. He is nearly blind and 
must dictate his articles and his books, his eyes having 
been ravaged by a disease he caught from a tramp 
with whom he shared his own bed during several 
winter nights; he suffered nine hemorrhages in the 
course of one year and his tubercular condition is 
incurable. When asked about his health he invariably 
replies that it is not good, but that he has no time to 


die. 


The Japanese government made Kagawa “harm- 
less” by isolating him from the public. But Kagawa in 
prison may sometime prove to be more dangerous to 
the military oligarchy of Japan than if he were free. 
Such things have happened in history before . . . 


INDIA‘S IMPENDING CRISIS 


by Taraknath Das 


‘1 HE PRESENT CRISIS in India is the result of 
Britain’s deliberate policy of keeping India under 
subjection. The all India National Congress, a truly 
national and democratic organization and the most 
powerful political body in India, is avowedly anti- 
Nazi and pro-United Nations. Through its leaders 
Messrs. Azad, Nehru, Gandhi and others, the Con- 
gress tried to come to an understanding and was ready 
to conclude an alliance with Britain on the basis of 
equality and freedom, but the efforts failed. The 
Cripps Mission to India was the last straw which 
broke the camel’s back. 

Gandhi, Nehru and others for more than ten years 
were opposing any policy of an open break with 


Britain which was advocated by the left-wing leaders 
since 1930 when the latter wanted to establish a Pro- 
visional Government of the Federated Republic of the 
United States of India. The leaders of the All India 
Congress Party realized that the real motive of the 
Cripps Mission was Britain’s desire to divide India 
into several “Ulsters” on the pretext of preserving 
minority rights and “protection of the rights of 
Indian Princes.” This was her subtle way to keep 
India under British control. When the British Gov- 
ernment, through Sir Stafford Cripps, refused to 
establish a really National Government and opposed 
the Indian Nationalist programme of raising a Peo- 
ple’s Army to defend India from foreign aggression, 
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it became doubly clear that Britain did not trust the 
Indian people and did not want them to assume the 
responsibility for National Defense. This has led 
them to believe that a victorious Britain would not 
keep her promise and India would remain in 
subjection under various pretexts. The Congress 
Party, from the standpoint of internal politics of 
India, had no alternative but to force the issue of 
Indian independence now. 

The Resolution passed by the Working Committee 
of the All India National Congress—the full text of 
which has been published by the New York Times of 
July 18—clarifies its position: 

(a) The All India National Congress and its 
leaders are for world freedom; and therefore anti- 
Axis and particularly in favor of Chinese and Indian 
independence; (b) They have no objection to receiv- 
ing the support of Britain and of the United States 
for the defense of India provided Indian independence 
is recognized and India is accepted as an ally; (c) 
The only way India can be defended effectively is 
through a National Government of the Indian peo- 
ple who will be willing to make every sacrifice for 
their own freedom. India must not be another Burma 
where people did not have faith in Britain; (d) If 
Britain refuses to relinquish her political authority 
over India and recognize Indian independence, the 
All India National Congress will start non-violent 
non-cooperation against the British Government in 
India, under the direction of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Circumstances demand that the Indian National 
Congress should take the initiative to establish a 
National Government. (a) Indian exiles and revolu- 
tionists, under the patronage of the Japanese, German 
and Italian Governments, held an Indian Indepen- 
dence Conference during the latter part of June. 
They have virtually established a Provisional Gov- 
ernment for India—a type of government-in-exile. 
The Axis Powers are going to use some Indian fac- 
tions who are working for Indian freedom in the 
same way as the British used the Arabs against Turkey 
in the First World War. Indian Nationalists must 
not allow the exiles: (supported by the Axis Powers) 
to capitalize their programme of Indian Indepen- 
dence; and to counteract all possible activities, in- 
cluding invasion of India, they must establish their 
own National Government. (b) The Axis powers 
are in league with the Pan-Islamist Arabs and the 
Moslem world. If the Axis Powers become victorious 
in the Near East and the Middle East and then, with 
the cooperation of the Arabs and Pan-Islamists of 
India, attack India, the only way India can be de- 
fended would be to have an Indian National Govern- 
ment undertake the full responsibility in cooperation 
with the forces of Great Britain and the United 
States. Thus India must have her own National 
Government now and she cannot wait any longer; 
and the All India National Congress leaders have 
taken steps to achieve this goal; only a National Gov- 
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ernment in India will have confidence of the masses 
ni will be ready to make sacrifices for Indian free- 
om. 

The things that the American public should keep 
in mind are: (a) The resolution of the All Indian 
National Congress Party has been definitely directed 
to the Government of the United States as well as the 
British Government because the United States is the 
leader of the United Nations and she is now actively 
engaged in the defense of the British Empire and 
India. (b) President Roosevelt, Vice-President Wal- 
lace and Acting Secretary of State Mr. Welles have 
openly declared that this is a People’s War and the 
American war aim is for freedom of all peoples. If 
the Government of the United States remains inactive 
and tacitly supports Britain’s imperialistic and anti- 
democratic policies in India, the effect in Asia, 
especially Soviet Russia and China, will be unfavor- 
able to the United Nations. 

Britain’s past folly in Ireland is the cause of Irish 
neutrality in the present war. Britain’s policy in Egypt 
has produced the present situation in Egypt which, 
although invaded by Axis forces, yet remains neutral. 
Britain’s imperialistic policies towards Siam and 
Burma have made these countries active supporters 
of Japan. 

To gain the full confidence of India and her sup- 
port and to prove her honesty about the proclaimed 
war aims, Britain should now agree to recognize In- 
dian independence. In the present conflict, Anglo- 
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American Powers cannot hold their own without Rus- 
sian, Chinese and Indian support; and India is the 
most important pivot because the wars in Africa, Eur- 
ope and Asia cannot be won without full use of 
India’s manpower, resources and strategic position. 
Wise statesmanship demands that the Anglo-Amer- 
ican statesmen, professing World Freedom as their 
war aims, should come to terms with the All India 
National Congress mow (and not after the war) on 
the basis of equality and freedom from British poli- 
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tical control over India. Such a policy will generate 
new faith in China, Russia and all over Asia and Eur- 
ope regarding the much talked about “Free World” 
under Anglo-American leadership. Indian freedom is 
the acid test of the motive behind the United Nations’ 
war aims. Many British experts are telling the Amer- 
icans that Gandhi and the All India National Con- 
gress are “bluffing”. This is a delusion. India is in all 
earnest for her independence now; and she will not 
make any compromise on the issue of Indian Freedom. 


IMMIGRATION IN A FREE WORLD 


by Abraham Revusky 


pore TIME AGO I attended a small gathering 
called by the Institute on World Economy in 
Washington to discuss population problems in Eur- 
ope, in the Far East, in Australia and South America. 

The general picture emerging from the reports 
was very disheartening. Enormous tracts of land 
which could benefit humanity and insure its further 
progress and prosperity are kept in a state of back- 
wardness and under-population. Due to a caprice of 
history immense countries with great natural riches 
and enormous economic possibilities became the ex- 
clusive property of their present sparse populations 
who keep them closed for others unless there are 
special reasons for a benevolent exception. And at 
the same time other countries teeming with over- 
crowded millions are devoid of a natural outlet for 
their excess population. The lack of such an outlet 
sharpens social and national pressure and presents 
a constant menace. 


THE FRUITS OF ISOLATION 


The learned professors who participated in the 
conference did not dare to study this problem in its 
broad universal aspects. The speaker on South Amer- 
ica, for instance, definitely stated that he was not going 
to estimate the natural absorptive capacity of that 
great continent, The important thing to know, he 
said, is not how many people South America can 
absorb, but how many of them its present inhabitants 
are willing to admit. These are very few. Narrow 
nationalism, fed by a peculiar glorification of the 
ancient Indians, has taken hold of the intelligentsia 
in South America and is being used for a rabid exclu- 
sion policy. Anti-Semitism thrives in all of the coun- 
tries to the South of Rio Grande, and even other 
nations which may supply a considerable number of 
immigrants are mistrusted and feared. Instead of 
relying on the “melting pot” development as a slow- 
working historic process, the leading circles of the 
Latin American countries would like the melting to 
begin before the immigrant has arrived at their shores. 

Not less depressing was the picture painted on the 


immigration prospects in Australia. An immense 
country almost adjoining the thickly populated coun- 
tries of the Far East, Australia, in mortal fear of an 
overwhelming Asiatic immigration, has practically 
closed its gates even to white settlers with the excep- 
tion of the few people from England, Scotland and 
Wales who could be induced to immigrate into the 
wide expanses of the far-away country. It is an irony 
to talk about a “White Australia” when even white 
people are excluded from there because of racial 
characteristics. And the results of this suicidal policy 
are perfectly clear now when the Yanks must come 
to protect Australia against the Japanese invaders. 
With another five million people Australia would be 
much more secure from an Axis invasion. 

These conclusions are my own. The lecturer on 
Australia, a Columbia professor, spoke on soil and 
sheep, and avoided controversial matters. Liberals 
nowadays do not intrude upon “inner affairs” of 
friendly nations. 

Nothing was said at the conference of the folly of 
South Africa which with a small minority of white 
people segregates the colored men and at the same 
time discourages further immigration from Europe 
. . . There wasn’t much said about Canada which 
actually slided backwards in the last ten years because 
of an ignorant policy of alleged wage protection 
combined with the narrow-minded urge for a balance 
of power between the French and English speaking 
inhabitants of that country. And certainly no mention 
was made of our own United States which was 
considered by tacit consent to have reached its 
“normal” population quota, and freed therefore of 
its previous duty to serve as a haven for the oppressed 
and downtrodden in other countries. 


POLITENESS WILL NOT SOLVE PROBLEMS 


This timid approach and these significant ommis- 
sions constitute the main weakness of the conference 
on “Population Problems.” Its smallness is not its 
fault. Many great movements grew from small 
beginnings. The Rochdale pioneers who started the 
world-wide cooperative movement of today could be 
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counted on one’s fingers. There were not many more 
people at the cradle of the Russian Socialist move- 
ment, or at the feet of the fiery Sun Yat Sen, or, to take 
our own recent history, at the beginning of the Zionist 
movement sixty years ago. But all these nuclei and 
many others that served as the beginnings of great 
national and international movements were imbued 
with a strong crusading spirit. They were firmly 
convinced of the truth and importance of their idea 
and they were, therefore, able to win thousands 
and, later on, millions of others. Naturally in all these 
cases the small groups of pathfinders and crusaders 
were driven by dire necessity, by an objective need 
gradually developing in their respective countries. 
When objective necessities were still in the stage of 
early developments, enthusiastic people devoted them- 
selves to the struggle for their recognition. 

But isn’t this now the case with immigration as a 
world problem? Is not the world confronted right 
now with the necessity for a more liberal immigra- 
tion policy? Can the future world be actually free if 
the movements of individuals will be as cruelly re- 
stricted as they have been during the last unfortunate 
generation of reaction and decay? 

There are many thoughtful people in this country 
who begin to understand that the closing of America’s 
gates in 1920 did great harm to this immense country 
by interrupting its development. But you will hardly 
find a public leader who will dare say it. It seems 
that democracy is past crusading age. Reputable 
people do not say anything which may sharply contra- 
dict the prevailing prejudices. 

In spite of the prevailing attitude, I am strongly 
convinced that the time is ripe for revising the case of 
immigration. This conviction is based not on wishful 
thinking but on definite facts which may sooner or 
later influence the political life of this country. Here 
they are: 


AMERICAN ECONOMY AND THE BAN 
ON IMMIGRATION 


1. It becomes obvious that the restrictions of 
American immigration first proclaimed in 1920 and 
greatly sharpened in 1924 did not bring to this 
country the era of continuous prosperity which was 
promised to the American people by the anti-immi- 
gration propaganda of that time. Quite the contrary. 
The great depth and unusual length of the last depres- 
sion which actually began in 1927 and was fully 
revealed to the outside world by the Wall Street crash 
of 1929, is to a certain extent the result of the pre- 
vious stoppage of immigration. In 1927 veteran 
builders began to complain that the construction 
industry which was always one of the primary bases 
of American prosperity was heading towards a severe 
crisis because of the lack of immigration. Keen eco- 
nomic observers agreed that during the previous years 
immigration served as a prime pump making possible 
housing activities on a truly large scale. With the 
elimination of this factor, the revival of construction 
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which helped once to stop every major depression 
before it reached truly catastrophic dimensions, failed 
to take place after the depression of 1930-31; thus 
one of the natural impulses towards recovery lost its 
former force, and climbing out of the pit had to be 
achieved by artificial government measures, instead 
of by reliance on the natural recuperating power of 
American economy. 

These economic facts could be effectively used by a 
determined movement for a liberal revision of our 
present immigration policy. 

2. To understand the function of immigration as 
a natural prime pump in America’s economic develop- 
ment, we must take into consideration that an immi- 
grant is not only a competitor looking for a job but 
also a consumer who increases the demand for the 
products of other people. As a matter of fact, he is 
usually a much larger consumer than the average man 
born in this country. One does not need elaborate 
statistics to undrstand that an immigrant arriving 
from a poor European country and rapidly acquiring 
the standard of living prevailing in America will 
in the course of this rapid transformation require 
much more products of human work—housing, cloth- 
ing, furniture, etc., than the native-born who in- 
herits many of these things from his parents. It 
seems that immigrants—at least in the first three or 
four years after their arrival to this country—consume 
more than native Americans. Thus, they are a very 
important group whose economic life counter-acts 
the general trend of large production and 
comparatively limited consumption. It is therefore 
highly probable that immigrants who arrived here a 
few years before a depression were one of the factors 
which helped to end it. 


THE FARMER AND THE IMMIGRANT 


3. The farmers who were once among the strong- 
est supporters of the anti-immigration movement 
should understand by now that by helping to close 
the gates of America to immigrants, they unwillingly 
acted against their own interests. As a matter of fact, 
the overwhelming majority of immigrants did not 
compete with them. Only very few of them used to 
go into farming. Those inclined to farm life were able 
to realize their ambition only after several years of 
work in the industrial cities and in mines. Instead of 
disrupting American agriculture by rapid develop- 
ment of previously uncultivated land, immigrants 
actually expanded the market for the existing farmers. 
The influx of great immigrant masses into the cities 
considerably enlarged their demand for agricultural 
products. 

“I heard,” a worker in Vienna said to me in 
1935, “that American farmers are plowing under 
some of their wheat because of the impossibility to 
sell it profitably in Europe. Well, if they cannot reach 
us here, let us come there and we will solve their 


problem...” 
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4. I believe that many Americans are now psycho- 
logically ready to look upon the restrictions adopted 
against immigration after the last World War from 
the point of view of present war necessities. True, 
the popular press, partly supported by an unthinking 
attitude in Washington, throws a wholesale suspicion 
upon immigrants and especially on “enemy aliens.” 
It is not difficult, however, to prove that the attitude 
of disloyalty shown by a limited number of Ger- 
mans, Italians, and Japanese is an insignificant excep- 
tion to the general rule. The overwhelming majority 
of immigrants who reached this country during the 
last generation are among the most patriotic, the most 
devoted inhabitants of the country; their hatred of 
Nazism and Fascism and their readiness to sacrifice 
everything for victory is much above the average. 


On the other hand, there are many reasons why 
an American patriot should now regret that this 
country has not, say, 150 million inhabitants instead 
of the present 130 millions. The extra twenty mil- 
lions would represent the best brains and the most 
energetic workers of poverty-stricken Europe. They 
would bring a tremendous amount of technical knowl- 
edge and qualified working experience. The steel 
industry, the automobile factories, the output of oil, 
coal, aluminum and other basic materials would be 
much larger, and their expansion after the outbreak of 
the war would proceed much more quickly. The prob- 
lem of tool making would be solved much more 
easily. Twenty million immigrants added to the 
present population of America would not mean just 
an increase of 13% of America’s economic strength; 
it would have a much greater effect on our present 
war effort. It is not a mere accident that William 
Knudsen and Sidney Hillman, both immigrants, were 
selected at the beginning of the present war effort 
to represent management and labor in this great 
endeavor. Immigrants were always most valuable 
people from the point of view of America’s economic 
growth. 


PUBLIC OPINION CAN BE CHANGED 


I could bring many more reasons why a campaign 
aimed at enlightenment of the American masses 
about the true facts concerning immigration would 
be more successful now than a few years ago. Every 
political measure which runs against the true eco- 
nomic interests of a country finally becomes dis- 
credited by its results. While the great masses, 
strongly imbued with prejudice, and hampered by 
natural inertia, are still sticking to old notions, a few 
independent minds begin to doubt the wisdom of the 
established policy. The moment they are able to 
band together and to present their arguments in full 
sincerity before the people, they become a contin- 
uously growing movement which will finally reach 
its goal. Everyone of us remembers how strong pro- 
hibition seemed to be in this country in the first few 
years after its enactment. In 1924, for instance, every- 
one was ready to bet that the repeal of prohibition 
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would not be aecomplished in our lifetime. In spite 
of its many faults, the overwhelming majority 
of the American people seemed to be strongly deter- 
mined to carry on with “the noble experiment.” The 
prevailing opinion was that even if the populated 
states of the East should become anti-prohibitionist, 
the rural states of the South and West would be able, 
even as a minority, to prevent the enactment of a 
constitutional amendment repealing it. A‘ politician 
of national reputation who was fool-hardy enough 
to come out against prohibition—was actually com- 
mitting political suicide. 

It may be said that if not for the prolonged depres- 
sion of 1929-33, prohibition would have lasted a few 
years longer, and its repeal would have become much 
more difficult. But, if the depression helped America 
to get rid of prohibition, the present war may help to 
destroy the foundations of the other “noble experi- 
ment” forced upon this country in the hysteria years 
after the last World War. The War may play this part 
if only a determined enoughsgroup will serve as a 
catalyst helping to break the inertia of America’s 
public opinion. 

I cannot understand why our “radical” magazines 
who are enthused about the glowing pictures of the 
future world painted by Henry Wallace and Sumner 
Welles fail to understand the utter impossibility of 
building such a free world without a thorough revi- 
sion of our present conceptions of immigration. Don’t 
they understand, that unless we return to at least that 
extent of free movement which existed throughout 
the world before 1914, no free trade world policy is 
conceivable? It is senseless to speak of free-trade 
when the most important commodity—human labor 
— is denied all possibilities of economic readjustment 
by immigration. 

True, we lately hear in America the assertion that 
“labor is not a commodity.” This is an excellent 
propaganda slogan, but it is devoid of any economic 
meaning. As long as capitalism exists, labor is a 
commodity, and the most important one. All the 
New Deal has achieved in this respect is to make labor 
a “fragile” commodity which must be “handled with 
care” instead of the rough manner adopted here for 
generations. But even a rare Chinese vase, however 
costly, is still a commodity. 

The limited frame of this article does not permit 
an elaborate proof why no free trade, even in the 
relative terms of 1914, is conceivable without freer 
immigration. Relying on the intelligence of the 
reader, I take this statement for granted. 

But if no free immigration and no free trade will 
be established after this war, and the world will con- 
tinue to be divided into hermetically closed economic 
units, locked to the outside world by quotas and high 
tariff barriers, the urge toward autarchy will again 
become the strongest stimulus in the postwar world. 
In such an economic environment all political exped- 
ients—disarmament of the present aggressors as well 
as a renewed and more authoritative League of Na- 
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tions,—will finally prove futile, and-the world will 
after a generation or so glide into a new catastrophe. 


Thus, one link in the chain leads to another. It 
is senseless to speak of a free world unless we are 
ready to connect it with a return to free immigration 
which prevailed in the comparatively liberal world of 
1914. And people who insist on being accepted as 
liberals must have the courage to say it in clear and 
unmistakable terms. They will be bitterly opposed at 
the beginning by obscurants and super-Nationalists, 
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but finally many of their opponents will climb on the 
band wagon. 

And there is another thing which must be clear to 
us. Charity begins at home. It is useless for Amer- 
icans to preach free immigration to Australia or 
Canada or any other country in the world unless we 
begin to practice it to a considerable extent in Texas, 
California, etc. America took the lead in closing the 
World to surplus energy of the over-populated 
Europe. It must show the way to more sensible rela- 
tions among the free peoples of the world. 


THE CITY OF SLAUGHTER’ 


by Ch. N. Bialik 
Translated from the Hebrew by A. M. Klein 


oo AND go now to the city of slaughter; 

Into its courtyard wend thy way; 

There with thine own hand touch, and with the eyes 
of thine head, 

Behold on tree, on stone, on fence, on mural clay, 

The spattered blood and dried brains of the dead. 

Proceed thence to the ruins, the split walls reach, 

Where wider grows the hollow, and greater grows 
the breach; 

Pass over the shattered: hearth, attain the broken wall 

Whose burnt and barren brick, whose charred stones 
reveal 

The open mouths of such wounds, that no mending 

Shall ever mend, nor healing ever heal. 


There will thy feet in feathers sink, and stumble 

On wreckage doubly wrecked, scroll heaped on 
manuscript, 

Fragments again fragmented— 


Pause not upon this havoc; go thy way. 

The perfumes will be wafted from the acacia bud 
And half its blossoms will be feathers, 

Whose smell is the smell of blood! 


Unto thy nostrils this strange incense they will bring. 

Banish thy loathing—all the beauty of the spring, 

The thousand golden arrows of the sun 

Will bid thy melancholy to be gone; 

The seven-fold rays of broken glass 

Will bid thy sorrows pass; 

For God called up the slaughter and the spring 
together,— 

The slayer slew, the blossom burst, and it was sunny 
weather! 


Then wilt thou flee to.a yard, observe its mound. 
Upon the mound lie two, and both are headless— 
A Jew and his hound. 


*See Abraham Regelson’s article, page 22 of this issue. 


The self-same axe struck both, and both were flung 
Unto the self-same heap where swine seek dung; 
Tomorrow the rain will wash their mingled blood 
Into the runnels, and it will be lost 

In rubbish heap, in stagnant pool, in mud. 

Its cry will not be heard. 

It will descend into the deep, or water the cockle-burr. 
And all things will be as they ever were. 


Unto the attic mount, upon thy feet and hands; 

Behold the shadow of death among the shadows 
stands. 

There in the dismal corner, there in the shadowy 
nook, 

Multitudinous eyes will look 

Upon thee from the sombre silences— 

The spirits of the martyrs are these souls, 

Gathered together, at long last, 

Beneath these rafters and in these ignoble holes. 

The hatchet found them here, and hither do they 
come 

To seal with a last look, as with their final breath, 

The agony of their lives, the terror of their death. 

Tumbling and stumbling wraiths, they come, and 
cower there. 

Their silence whimpers, and it is their eyes which cry 

Wherefore, O Lord, and why? 

It is a silence only God can bear. 


Lift then thine eyes to the roof; there’s nothing there, 
Save silences that hang from rafters 

And brood upon the air: 

Question the spider in his lair! 

His eyes beheld these things; and with his web he can 
A tale unfold horrific to the ear of man:— 

A tale of cloven-belly, feather-filled; 


' Of nostrils nailed, of skull-bones bashed and spilled; 


Of murdered men who from the beams were hung, 
And of a babe beside its mother flung, 

Its mother speared, the poor chick finding rest 
Upon its mother’s cold and milkless breast; 
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Of how a dagger halved that infant’s word, 
Its ma was heard, its mama never heard. 


O, even now his eyes from me demand accounting, 

For these the tales the spider is recounting, 

Tales that do puncture the brain, such tales that sever 

Thy body, spirit, soul, from life, forever! 

Then wilt thou bid thy spirit—Hold enough! 

Stifle the wrath that mounts within thy throat, 

Bury these things accursed, 

Within the depth of thy heart, before thy heart will 
burst! 

Then wilt thou leave that place, and go thy way— 

And lo— 

The earth is as it was, the sun still shines: 

It is a day like any other day. 


ESCEND THEN, to the cellars of the town, 
There where the virginal daughters of thy folk 
were fouled, 
Where seven heathen flung a woman down, 
The daughter in the presence of her mother, 
The mother in the presence of her daughter, 
Before slaughter, during slaughter, and 
slaughter! 
Touch with thy hand the cushion stained; touch 
The pillow incarnadined: 
This is the place the wild ones of the wood, the beasts 
of the field 
With bloody axes in their paws compelled thy 
daughters yield: 


after 


Beasted and swined! 


Note also, do not fail to note— 

In that dark corner, and behind that cask 

Crouched husbands, bridegrooms, brothers, peering 
from the cracks, 

Watching the sacred bodies struggling underneath 

The bestial breath, 

Stifled in filth, and swallowing their blood! 

Watching—these heroes! — 

The ignominious rabble tasting flesh, - 

Morsels for Neros. 

Crushed in their shame, they saw it all; 

They did not stir nor move; 

They did not pluck their eyes out; they 

Beat not their brains against the wall! 

Indeed, each wretch then had it in his heart to pray; 

A miracle, O Lord,—and spare my skin this day! 

Those who survived this foulness, who from their 
blood awoke, 

Beheld their life polluted, the light of their world 
gone out— 

How did their menfolk bear it, how did they bear this 
yoke? 

They crawled forth from their holes, they fled to the 
house of the Lord, 

They offered their thanks to Him, the sweet 

benedictory word. 
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The Cohanim sallied forth, to the Rabbi’s house they 
flitted: 

Tell me, O Rabbi, tell, is my own wife permitted? 

The matter ends; and nothing more. 

And all is as it was before. 


c= NOW, and I will bring thee to their lairs, 

The privies, jakes and pigpens where the heirs 

Of Hasmoneans lay, with trembling knees, 

Concealed and cowering,—the sons of the Maccabees! 

The seed of saints, the scions of the lions! 

Who, crammed by scores in all the sanctuaries of 
their shame, 

So sanctified my name! 

It was the flight of mice they fled, 

The scurrying of roaches was their flight; 

They died like dogs, and they were dead! 

And on the next morn, after the terrible night 

The son who was not murdered found 

The spurned cadaver of his father on the ground... 


Now wherefore dost thou weep, O son of Man? 


Beyond the suburbs go, and reach the burial-ground. 
Let no man see thy going: attain that place alone, 
A place of saintly graves and martyr’s stone. 

Stand on the fresh-turned soil. 

Such silence will take hold of thee, thy heart will fail 
With pain and shame, yet I 

Will let no tear fall from thine eye. 

Though thou wilt long to bellow like the driven ox 
That bellows, and before the altar balks, 

I will make hard thy heart, yea, I 

Will not permit a sigh. 


See, see, the slaughtered calves, so smitten and so laid; 
Is there a price for their death? How shall that price 
be paid? 


oe ye shamed of the earth, yours is a 
pauper-Lord! 

Poor was he during your life, and poorer still of late. 

Hence, if you come to my door to ask for your reward 

It shall be opened to you, and you shall see that Lord 

Fallen from high estate. 


'“ Pgrieve for you, my children. My heart is sad for you. 


Your dead were vainly dead; and neither I nor you 
Know why you died or wherefore, nor for whom. 
Even as was your life, so reasonless was your doom. 


What says the sh’china? In the clouds it hides 
In shame, in agony alone abides; 

I, too, at night, will venture on the tombs 
Regard the dead and weigh their secret shame, 
But never shed a tear, I swear it in God’s name. 
For great is the anguish, great the shame on the brow 
But which of these is greater, son of man, say thou— 
Or liefer keep thy silence, bear witness in my name 
To the hour of my sorrow, the moment of my shame. 
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And when thou dost return 

Bring thou the blot of my disgrace upon thy people’s 
head, 

And from my suffering do not part, 

But set it like a stone within their heart! 


d gece THEN, to leave the cemetery ground, 

And for a moment thy swift eye will pass 

Upon the verdant carpet of the grass— 

A lovely thing! 

Fragrant and moist, as it is always at the coming of 
the Spring! 

The stubble of death, the growth of tombstones! 

Take thou a fistful, fling it on the plain 

Saying, 

The people is plucked grass; can plucked grass grow 
again? 


Turn then, thy gaze from the dead, and I will lead 
Thee from the graveyard to thy living brothers, 
And thou wilt come, with those of thine own breed, 
Into the synagogue, and on a day of fasting, 

To hear the cry of their agony, 

Their weeping everlasting. 

Thy skin will grow cold, the hair on thy skin stand up, 
And fear and trembling will take hold of thee: 

In such wise does a people cease to be. 


Look in their hearts—behold a dreary waste, 
Where even vengeance can revive no growth, 
And yet upon their lips no mighty malediction 
Rises, no blasphemous oath. 


Are they not real, their bruises? 
Why is their prayer false? 
Why, in the day of their trials 
Approach me with pious ruses, 
Afflict me with denials? 


Regard them now, in these their woes: 

Ululating, lachrymose, 

Crying I have sinned from their throes, 

Self-flagellative with confession’s whips. 

Their hearts, however, do not believe their lips. 

Is it, then, possible for shattered limbs to sin? 

Wherefore their cries imploring, their supplicating 
din? 

Speak to them, bid them rage! 

Let them against me raise the outraged hand,— 

Let them demand! 

Demand the retribution for the shamed 


Of all the centuries and every age! 


Let fists be flung like stone 
Against the heavens and the heavenly Throne! 


And thou too, Son of Man, be part of these: 

Believe the pangs of their heart, believe not their 
litanies: 

And when the cantor lifts his voice to cry: 

Remember the martyrs, Lord, 
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Bend down from Thy great mansions in the sky 

Consider the sucklings, Lord, 

And when the pillars of the synagogue shall crack 

At this his piteous word 

And terror will take and fling thee in its deep, 

Then I will harden my heart; I shall not let thee 
weep! 


Should then a cry escape from Thee? 

I'll stifle it within thy throat. 

Let them assoil their tragedy,— 

Not thou,—let it remain unmourned 

For distant ages, times remote, 

But thy tear, Son of Man, remain unshed! 
Build thou about it, with thy deadly hate 
Thy fury and thy rage, unuttered, 

A wall of copper, the bronze triple plate! 
So in thy heart it shall remain confined 

A serpent in its nest—O terrible tear!— 
Until by thirst and hunger it shall find 

A breaking of its bond. Then shall it rear 
Its venomous head, its poisoned fangs, and wait 
To strike the people of thy love and hate! 


Leave now this place at twilight to return 

and to behold these creatures who arose 

In terror at dawn, at dusk now, drowsing, worn 
With weeping, broken in spirit, in darkness shut. 
Their lips still move with words unspoken. 
Their hearts are broken. 


No lustre in the eye, no hoping in the mind, 
They grope to seek support they shall not find: 
Thus when the tallow’s gone, 

The wick still sends its smoke; 

Thus does the beast of burden, 

Broken and old, still bear his yoke. 


Would that misfortune had left them some small 
solace 

Sustaining the soul, consoling their gray hairs! 

Behold the fast is ended; the final prayers are said. 

But why do they tarry now, these mournful 
congregations? 

Shall it be also read, 

The Book of Lamentations? 


It is a preacher mounts the pulpit now. 

He opens his mouth, he stutters, stammers. Hark 
The empty verses from his speaking flow. 

And not a single mighty word is heard 

To kindle in the hearts a single spark. 

The old attend his doctrine, and they nod 

The young ones hearken to his speech; they yawn. 
The mark of death is on their brows; their God 
Has utterly forsaken every one. 


oo THOU TOO, greet them not, nor touch 
their wound; 

Within their cup no further measure pour. 

Wherever thou wilt touch, a bruise is found. 

Their flesh is wholly sore. 
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For since they have met pain with resignation 
And have made peace with shame, 
What shall avail thy consolation? 


They are too wretched to evoke thy scorn. 

They are too lost, thy pity to evoke, 

So let them go, then, men to sorrow born 

Mournful and slinking, crushed beneath their yoke 
Go to their homes, and to their hearth depart— 

Rot in the bones, corruption in the heart. 

And when thou shalt arise upon the morrow 

And go upon the highway, 

Thou shalt then meet these men destroyed by sorrow 
Sighing and groaning, at the doors of the wealthy 
Proclaiming their sores, like so much peddler’s wares, 
The one his battered head, t’other limbs unhealthy 
One shows a wounded arm, and one a fracture bares. 
And all have eyes that are the eyes of slaves, 

Slaves flogged before their masters; 

And each one begs, and each one craves: 

Reward me, Master, for that my skull is broken 
Reward me, for my father who was martyred! 

The rich ones, all compassion, for the pleas so bartered 
Extend them staff and bandage, say good riddance, and 
The tale is told: 
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The paupers are consoled. 

Avaunt ye, beggars, to the charnel-house! 
The bones of your fathers disinter! 

Cram them within your knapsacks, bear 
Them on your shoulders, and go forth 

To do your business with these precious wares 
At all the country fairs! 


Stop on the highway, near some populous city, 
Your customer, and. spread on your filthy rags 
Those martyred bones that issue from your bags, 
And sing, with raucous voice, your pauper’s ditty! 
So will you conjure up the pity of the stranger 
And so his sympathy implore. 

For you are now as you have been of yore 

And as you stretched your hand 

So will you stretch it, 

And as you have been wretched 

So are you wretched! 

W hat is thy business here, O Son of Man? 

Rise, to the desert flee? 

Thy tear upon the barren boulders shed! 

Take thou thy soul, rend it in many a shred! 
And feed thou thy heart to rage, as to a worm! 
Thy tear upon the barren boulders shed! 

And send thy bitter cry into the storm! 


IS GERMANY A HOPELESS CASE? 


by Toni Sender 


|. pee EVERY MONTH that the regime of the 
new barbarians in Europe continues, we are 
horrified by the sadistic wildness of its cruelties, its 
desperate acts against helpless and innocent human 
beings. All that is sound in us revolts against the 
perpetrators of these brutalities, and even the most 
balanced personalities among us begin to ask the 
question: “Is there something innate in the German 
character which renders the German people liable to 
accept this particular form of government?” This 
question was answered in the affirmative by the 
former British cabinet minister, Alfred Duff-Cooper. 

Since the war broke out, books have been pub- 
lished especially in Great Britain, in which the authors 
endeavor to prove, by a compilation of quotations 
from German writers and philosophers through the 
centuries, that Fascism is nothing but a continuation 
of Prussian militarism, Pan-Germanism, an expres- 
sion of the true nature of the Teutonic spirit. Their 
conclusion is: “This is the genuine Germany, there 
is no other, better Germany. The entire nation is 
responsible for all the acts of Hitler, Himmler and 
Heydrich. There can be no solution but the extermin- 
ation of Germany as a nation, its partition.” 

Some Jewish participants in the discussion argue 
that the Germans have brought anti-Semitism and 
introduced it into other nations. 


To answer the last argument first—any one who 
knows Jewish history is aware of the fact that long 
before the age of Jesus, and before the existence of a 
German nation, the Jews had to suffer persecution and 
all the evils connected with it. 

Understandable as the passionate reaction to the 
Nazi bestialities is, still, those whose attitude may 
shape future history, must make an attempt to analyze 
the scene more soberly in order not to arrive too 
hastily at conclusions which they themselves, or the 
generations that come after us, may regret. 

This writer remembers the beginnings of Nazi 
agitation in Germany, and their anti-Semitic drive. 
They tied up their propaganda to the actual misdeeds 
of a certain racketeer Barmat who had come to 
Germany, where, with the assistance of corrupt 
officials, he soon made a fortune. As at 
that time the German republic still had a clean admin- 
istration, the case caused a tremendous sensation. By 
stressing this case together with others, and presenting 
every corrupt person as a Jew, the Nazis generalized 
from these happenings and included all Jews in their 
charges. 

Isn't it a similar generalization to say: “The entire 
German nation, united behind the Nazis, has to be 
punished for all the acts committed by their present 
regime?” This argumentation accepts as true the 
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Hitler assertion that Nazism, for the first time, has 
united the entire nation. We would give Goebbels 
the satisfaction of being fooled by his bluff. We would 
be duped into the belief that silence, enforced by the 
ever present Gestapo and the hangman, is equivalent 
to consent. What a mighty help we would give Hitler 
if by our attitude we convinced all groups within 
Germany of the hopelessness of their situation, in as 
much as the Nazis’ defeat would mean the severe 
punishment of everyone, guilty and innocent alike. 

Apparently there are some among us who have not 
yet understood the character of this war, namely: 
“The challenge of a counter-revolution of immense 
virulence against the developing revolutions of the 
last 150 years” (to quote Vice President Wallace in 
his address of May 8, 1942). Some have not grasped 
the method of total war any better: The extension 
of warfare from the military, diplomatic and economic 
field to the political and psychological sphere, a meth- 
od used so effectively by the Nazis against the democ- 
racies. We would be playing Hitler’s game by 


1. accepting at face value his assertion that he has 
united the entire German nation behind his 
brutal dictatorship and 

2. believing that Fascism is “true democracy” in as 
much as the Fuehrer represents genuinely the 
will of the people. 


Racialism is not more convincing nor more justi- 
fiable when instead of saying “The Jews are our mis- 
fortune’, it states: “The Germans are a hopeless case, 
barbarism is innate in them.” 

The implication of this anti-German race theory 
is much deeper. If we divide the world into two 
groups, one of superior quality for which democracy 
is the adequate political expression and another group 
damned by its innate inferiority and never to be per- 
mitted self-government, what would be the alterna- 
tive the United Nations have to offer to Hitler’s New 
World Order? And here we come to the fundamen- 
tals we are fighting for. Democracy is based on faith 
in the common man, while Fascism believes in the 
permanent inequality of individuals and nations. This 
is the choice which is before every one of us and you 
cannot be in both camps at the same time. 

To compile utterances of writers and statesmen in 
order to prove the innate nationalism and militarism 
of the Germans is a procedure that could be used 
with a similar result with any people if you make your 
selections according to your intended purpose. But 
neither Gobineau nor Stewart Chamberlain, preachers 
‘of anti-Semitism, were Germans. And besides utter- 
ances of Fichte, Hegel or Nietzsche you could just as 
well compile quotations from the most famous Ger- 
man writers, such as Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, who 
went as far as to say: 

“The love of the fatherland—I do not know it. 

This is, it seems to me, to speak of it favorably, a 

heroic weakness, which I am too glad not to share.” 
And one should not forget that Immanuel Kant, in 
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his essay on world peace (in 1795), pointed out that 
international peace and the subordination of politics 
to morality were impossible so long as isolated nations 
were fighting for power. Another famous German 
writer, Herder, the romanticist, branded national sen- 
timent as “a monstrosity, a horrible thing, an anti- 
natural passion, a kind of barbarism not dignified in 
a civilized people.” Goethe, considering himself a 
citizen of the world, said of nationalism: “Why should 
we worry if the frontiers of one nation pass a little 
further east or west, since from the point of view 
of humanity frontiers have no sense.” 


Such quotations could be continued to form a vol- 
ume. Of course, it would not prove that all Germans 
are broadminded citizens of the world. But confronted 
with the collections made for the purpose of prov- 
ing German militarism and innate pan-Germanism, 
these quotations would show that nations are com- 
posed of groups and people of different, heterogeneous 
beliefs and characters. Although the most ruthless 
and efficient terror may suppress any public expres- 
sion or dissension, does this prove that dissension does 
not exist? 

We read reports of oppression and cruelties com- 

mitted in the conquered countries. Have we forgotten 
the fact that before this war started far more 
than a million German political prisoners had gone 
through the torture of the concentration camps, many 
amogn them never to leave them alive? Don’t we re- 
member that in 1932, the year before the Nazis 
started their regime, the opponents of fascism put 
up a fight against the new barbarians that found its 
climax in hundreds of battles in the streets and meet- 
ing halls of Germany, that there were months in ' 
1932 when the Nazi opponents lost daily three and 
more victims, murdered while fighting the Nazis? 
_ How limited Hitler's faith in the unity of the Ger- 
man people was, is demonstrated by the fact that 
before he started this war for world conquest, he 
increased the S. S. (Schutzstaffel), the special terror 
guard very considerably, and gave them special in- 
structions for the fight against the inner enemy. 

Has the situation changed since then? A social- 
ist writer in London has made a study of German 
Nazi papers and he reports on the results. Although 
only a small percentage of the trials before the Nazi 
People’s Courts is reported in the Nazi press, these 
papers speak almost daily of sentences against, and 
executions of “enemies of the state’—the Nazi ex- 
pression for enemies of fascism. 

Only a few of these sentences may be mentioned 
here: 

Heinrich Peters, who was already sentenced in 
1933 for activities against the state, spread leaflets 
of subversive content. Executed December 7, 1939. 

Franz Broenner und Anton Kroff killed a police- 
man. Both were hung December 9, 1939. 


Erich Scheer distributed stickers and posters against 
the Nazi government. Executed December 22, 1939. 
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Gertrud Westphal attempted to set fire in a factory. 
Executed January 15, 1940. 

Karl Hoffman, Erich Schulz, Willy Tesch and 
Hermann Chill, members of an underground group, 
attempted to affect the fighting strength of the army 
by means of sabotage. Executed October 12, 1940. 

Erich Mambrey, former member of the Interna- 
tional Brigade, sentenced for attempted high 
treason. Executed January 14, 1941. 

Michael Schneeberger attempted to smuggle into 
Germany subversive literature and shot when he was 
trapped. Executed February 16, 1941. 

Paul Schurr, sentenced for sending subversive chain 
letters. Executed February 27, 1941. 

Johann Dombrovski, for years active in building an 
underground movement. Executed August 20, 1941. 

Erich Jaroslavski, sentenced for attempted high 
treason. Executed September 15, 1941. 

The socialist Johann Wild in Nuremberg was ex- 
ecuted May 20, 1941 because he listened to the 
B.B.C. and used the information thus obtained to have 
subversive literature printed and circulated. 

These are only samples of the long list of German 
victims of the Nazis, men and women who have been 
executed after being sentenced by courts. As already 
stated, only some of the cases are recorded by the Nazi 
press. Unrecorded remains however the long list of 
those arrested without warrant and “shot while trying 
to escape.” 

Much longer is the list of those who were sentenced 
to long years of hard labor for conspiracy, instigation 
to disobedience in the army and attempt at sabotage 
in war factories. A special chapter in this report con- 
sists of sentences against men and women who tried 
to help Polish prisoners of war by giving them food 
or helping them to escape. Among those sentenced 
to hard labor for Greuel Propaganda was the former 
socialist member of the Reichstag, Stefan Meyer, who 
had been arrested and sentenced once previously. 

In the face of this does any one still dare to assert 

that there is no opposition inside Nazi Germany, that 
the entire German people are rsponsible for 
Hitlerism? 
_ It is to the honor of mankind that the valiant leader 
of the heroic struggle of the Yugoslav people, General 
Michailovich,— who showed almost superhuman 
courage when he carried on the fight even after the 
Nazis had arrested as hostages the members of his 
family—trecognized the division that exists between 
Nazis and other elements of the German people. In 
a message directed to France he said: 

“In the ranks of my soldiers I have now even 
soldiers of German origin who have started to 
think and feel like men.” 

And again in another paragraph of this message: 

“I feel that the time has come to make all the 
peoples of the oppressed countries of Europe rise 
in a common guerilla war against the enemy. But 
I also feel that such a movement would be uani- 
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mous and absolute if the spirit of France would 
give the great signal for the common uprising of 
all those who suffer under the yoke of our common 
enemy. Your call will be answered’ not only by 
the peoples of the conquered countries of Europe, 
but also by the people of Germany themselves 
who are becoming ever more aware of their terrible 
mistakes.” 

Though we must make every effort not to be over- 
whelmed by our all too justified indignation, this 
writer nevertheless sees the necessity for measures of 
wat as an answer to the Nazi government’s crimes. 
Modern total war with all its cruel reality must be 
brought home to Germany. Germans, especially those 
who have not yet learned critical thinking, will have 
to learn through experience. The conviction must be 
brought home to all, that the world will no longer 
endure brutality without paying back in kind. This 
war must end in a decisive defeat of Nazism and Fas- 
cism and all both stand for. And all those responsible 
for the bloody crimes committed must be called to 
account. 

The repetition of such a catastrophe as this global 
war must be rendered impossible by an immediate 
disarmament of all the aggressors, to be controlled 
internationally for a period to come. 

This negative job done, a constructive positive work 
should be started. It should not happen again, as it 
did in 1918, when the Commission sent by the demo- 
cratic victors to negotiate the conditions for the armis- 
tice, made sure that there is no representative 
of the Workers Councils on the German side of the 
negotiators—while labor in Germany was the most 
ardent believer in a democratic order. When totali- 
tarianism is defeated, the practical realization of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s four freedoms—especially freedom 
from want, and freedom from fear—must be begun 
for all peoples, including the Germans, because: “If 
our brothers are oppressed, then we are oppressed . . . 
if their freedom is taken away, our freedom is not 
secure.” 


Takecreih 
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pear CONCLUDES an essay on “Revelation 
and Concealment in Language” by saying, in 
effect: “Man possesses vehicles of expression other 
than words. Such are music, dancing, weeping, 
laughter. A poem that shows none of these had liefer 
not come into this world.” 


What extra-lingual elements does the poet’s The 
City of Slaughter show? A sombre, slow music; no 
dance, but the helpless dashing of heads against 
walls, a futile lifting of hands to unanswering skies; 
little, muffled weeping; and, most of all, silence. An 
art, not extra-lingual but surely extra-poetic, which 
this poet has recourse to, is journalism, the reporter's 
skill. The emotional intensity is brought nigh to the 
breaking point by a sheer recounting of facts. A cruel 
realism cuts at the heart with cold heat. 

It was a time of upheaval in Russia. Frightened by 
the rising revolutionary movements which answered 
persecution with terror, the Tsarist government 
sought a way of winning the poor masses to greater 
allegiance. It decided to offer the Jews as a scapegoat. 
The Jews, it said, were the disloyal elements, the 
haters of religion, tradition, and the Tsar who em- 
bodies both. The Jews, it also said, were comfortable 
while the peasantry starved. 


Rumors and written proclamations were spread 
that on certain days Jewish lives and possessions will 
be free for any one to take, without the authorities 
intervening. The result was a series of massacres 
accompanied by looting. In certain towns, young 
Jews, aided by some Gentile libertarians, undertook 
to make a stand against the marauders; the would-be 
protectors were shot down by soldiers sent for the 
purpose. 

The world heard of this. Liberal Russian writers, 
chief among them Korolenko, protested vigorously. 
Voices of condemnation and horror were heard in 
England and America. 

The Jewish world was triply stirred. There was 
the physiological reaction—commingled of fright, 
anger and self-pity—at kith and kin being slaugh- 
tered. There was digust with one’s self for being so 
hand-tied in the face of danger. And, in erstwhile 
assimilationist circles, whether of the rich or of the 
radical, there was disappointment with the Russian 
people: Is this the nation into which we were ready 
to melt away bodily? Is this the Russian peasant we 
have idealized? 

And even while the world stood aghast, and Jews 
were stunned and bewildered, government-inspired 
pogroms spread from city to city, each led by its own 
petty Haman: Odessa, Kiev, Rostov. The slaughter 
at Kishinev was one of the first in a series of those 
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“THE CITY OF SLAUGHTER” 


by Abraham Regelson 


Krushevan, publisher and editor of an anti- 
Semitic daily in Kishinev, blamed the Jews for the 
entire revolutionary movement. For some time senti- 
ment against the Jews was worked up by sermons, 
pamphlets, and the production of libellous plays like 
The Contrabandists. This particular play showed 
Jews sneaking forbidden wares into the country tax- 
free, and hiding the stuff under their prayer shawls 
during travel, and into the synagogue on their arrival. 
Then the police received instructions not to interfere 
with “patriotic” demonstrations. The fury broke on 
May 11, 1903. For two days mobs butchered, raped, 
looted. The result was 45 dead, 490 mutilated and 
badly wounded, 300 wounded lightly, 700 houses 
wrecked and burned, 600 stores demolished. 

From Odessa went forth a Hebrew circular signed 
by Achad Ha’am, Simon Dubnow and Sholom Alei- 
chem, calling upon the Jews to exert the right of self- 
defense which nature grants to the meanest creature. 


HAIM NACHMAN BIALIK, rising star of the 
Odessa literary group, in the company of Dr. 
Joseph Sapir and the young Russian-Jewish journa- 
list Vladimir Jabotinsky, came to see with their own 
eyes the cursed work of men turned beasts. In quick 
strokes, Bialik dashed off his outcry: 


Ye heavens, beg mercy for me! 

If there be a God in you, and to that God ye have a 
path, 

And I have not found it— 

Beg ye for me! 

My heart is dead and prayer is no longer upon my lips, 

And strength is gone and hope is no more. 

How long? Until when? How long? 


And if there be justice let it appear at once! 
If after my passing from under the sky 
Justice will appear 

May its throne be shattered for aye! 


And cursed be he who says: Revenge! 

Such revenge, revenge for the blood of a little child, 
Satan has never yet created. 

Let the blood penetrate the Deep! 

Let the blood pierce to the darkest depths, 

And feed in the darkness and there undermine 

The rotting foundations of the earth. 


He lingered, and observed, in cruel self-chastise- 
ment, all the ineffaced details of the horrors. What 
hurt him most was the spirit of Galuth, the cowardice 
of the Jews. 

“They were exterminated,” he said roaringiy to a 
friend, “not like human beings but like cockroaches. 
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In one garret the hooligans could not enter except 
one at a time through a small hole. They could have 
been picked off one by one as they came in. Instead of 
that they were allowed to come in. They murdered 
and raped about thirty people.” 


When the poem was first printed its title was 
changed to Massa Nemirov (The Doom of Nem- 
irov) at a helpful censor’s behest to avoid trouble 
with the government. Nemirov was the scene of 
pogroms in 1648. Thus the poem was made to 
appear of historical rather than of actual content. 

The poem is a piece of reporting building up the 
effect by an objective, cumulative description of 
horror after horror, punctuated by the poet’s lacer- 
ating comment. The lines are painstakingly chisel- 
led, yet the meter is comparatively free, iambs mixing 
indiscrimiately with amphibradhs and anapaests. 
There are about six feet to the line, sometimes more, 
sometimes less. The penultimate rhyme most often 
finds its mate immediately, but now and then it has to 
wait for it till several other rhymes have passed. Such 
is the gravity of the poem that the rhymes, though 
felt, are inconspicuous in the reading. 

The opening brings the poet (and the reader) 
right into the heart of the destruction. 


Arise and go now to the city of slaughter; 

Into its courtyard wend thy way; 

There with thine own hand touch, and with the eyes 
of thine head, 

Behold on tree, on stone, on fence, on mural clay, 

The spattered blood and dried brains of the dead. 


He wonders at the world and at man that they can 
still be glad, at God that he can so calmly carry on the 
works of creation while murder reddens its hands. 


In attic and cellar the eyes of the slaughtered hover 
in the air, silently asking: Why? Why has this be- 
fallen us? One has to be a God to suffer this silence. 
And those eyes tell Heaven-accusing tales— 


A tale of cloven-belly feather-filled; 

Of nostrils nailed, of skull-bones bashed and spilled; 
Of murdered men who from the beams were hung, 
And of a babe beside its mother flung, 

Its mother speared, the poor chick finding rest 

Upon its mother’s cold and milkless breast; 

Of how a dagger halved the infant’s word, 

Its ma was heard, its mama never heard. 


Woe to the husbands, and brothers, and sons who 
looked on from their hiding places in privies and in 
barrels, while their dear ones, the innocent wives, the 
pure virgins of Israel, were defiled! How can they go 
back to normal life again? Yet they do. 


The Cohanim sallied forth, to the Rabbi’s house they 
flitted: 
Tell me, O Rabbi, tell, is my own wife permitted? 
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So he moves on from sight to sight, from abomina- 
tion to abomination, from madness to madness. He 
walks through the markets, through wagon-yards, 
through graveyards, notes each sign of ruin, each clue 
of desecration. And over all flits a black Shechina 
(Divine Presence). Weary with sorrow, feeble and 
exhausted, it tosses about from corner to corner, find- 
ing no rest. It wishes to weep and cannot, desires to 
groan and remains silent. Finally, it spreads its wings 
over the mutilated, desecrated bodies and weeps with- 
out voice. 

The poet waxes cruel against his brothers, a tribe 
which knows no better than to be a beggar amongst 
nations, never striking a blow in its own behalf. 


Stop on the highway, near some populous city, 
Your customer, and spread on your filthy rags 
Those martyred bones that issue from your bags, 
And sing, with raucous voice, your pauper’s ditty! 


God despises the prayer of a people that lacks 
strength to nurse revenge, to flare in anger even to 
the demolition of the Moral Order which has failed 
them: 


Demand the retribution for the shamed 

Of all the centuries and every age! 

Let fists be flung like stone 

Against the heavens and the heavenly Throne! 


Indeed, the Divinity is already bankrupt: 


Forgive, ye shamed of the earth, yours is a pauper- 
Lord! 


Deeper cursed than all of the people, is the poet, 
who was to be their true voice. His is the doom of 
silence. 


And when the outcry at last escapes from his 
throat, it is flung to the desert winds without echo. So 
the poet’s report of the City of Slaughter ends. 


y aie EFFECT produced by the publication of the 
poem was enormous. Obviously Bialik was not 
alone in his resentment and disgust evoked by the 
behavior of these “scions of the Hasmoneans.” The 
young generation of Jews was ready to react to 
attacks by the hooligans in a manner totally different 
from that described by Bialik. Bialik made these 
younger Jews ashamed and indignant and his poem 
set off a spark of heroism and self-sacrifice among the 
Jewish youth of Russia. In its Hebrew original, in the 
author’s own translation into Yiddish and in Jabotin- 
sky’s translation into Russian, in hand-copied or mim- 
ographed form, the poem was read, re-read and recited 
at numerous secret meetings of young Jewish men 
and women who organized the first bands of “Jew- 
ish Self-Defense.” After Kishenev came Homel in 
which Jews, aided by liberty-loving Christians went 
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out and met their attackers. When the wave of pog- 
roms of which Kishinev and Homel were the fore- 
runners, swept over Russia in 1905 after the abortive 
Revolution and the granting of a fake constitution by 
the Tsar, the Jewish Self-Defense was already well- 
organized and offered effective resistance. In 
some localities more anti-Semites than Jews were 
killed in the pogroms. Thus the poem became the 
clarion call for the Jews to arm themselves and fight 
for their lives and for their honor and may be said to 
be the poem which gave birth to the Jewish Self- 
Defense. The latter, transplanted into Palestine as 
the celebrated Haggana, after having written a 
glorious chapter in the defense of the Jewish Home- 
land, has become the father of the incipient Jewish 
army. 

The horror of Kishinev has been multiplied thou- 
sands of times. The massacre at Kishinev lasted a few 
days, but the present destruction of Jews goes on for 
months and months. Kishinev never knew the driv- 
ing of helpless families on to ice-covered rivers be- 
tween borders, the slow starvation of masses, the 
camps of torment, the imprisonment in festering 
ghettoes, the unseaworthy ships, crammed with aged 
and mothers and babes that find no shore, and go 
down, water-logged. In Kishinev there were unthink- 
ing beasts of the wood. Now it is a modern Beast, 
armed with all the weapons of scientific calculation, 
scheming our erasure from the face of the earth. 

The horror of Kishinev is immeasurably expanded. 
But the shame of Kishinev is removed! Our people 
face the enemy with valor wherever an army of the 
United Nations reaches, wherever guerilla warfare 
goes on. And a Hebrew Palestine stands in self- 
defense, working day and night to feed and supply 
the fighting forces of the Near East. If our flag is not 
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yet seen in battle, it is not our fault. 

Nor would the poet be justified in mocking today, 
“the sons of the Maccabees, the seed of the saints, the 
scions of the lions.” 

In the instillation of a new pride in Jewry, in the 
reclamation of our people to health and dignity, borr 
of new-struck roots in the National Home, the poet's 
fiery words have had their potent share. 
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“NOT A PRETTY PIECE OF PORCELAIN” 


by Baron Josiah Wedgwood 


(Following is the full text of the address delivered by 
Lord Josiah Wedgwood in the House of Lords on June 9 
im defense of his radio broadcast to the Weizmann dinner 
in W ashington. 

On reading the flaming words of our tried and devoted 
friend, we cannot help feeling that both for his own sake 
and for our sake he ought now and then to submit to some 
“censorship” of friends who know how to curb temperament 
in the interest of prudence. Taken as a whole, the address 
is an important “human document,’ an expression of moral 
indignation by a deeply sensitive person who is less capable 
of forgiving his own people's sins than those of other 
peoples. Wedgwood’s is the patriotism of a prophet, who 
out of deep love for his people, sharply and bitingly reproves 
them. It is to be regretted, however, that Lord Wedgwood 
weakened the effect of his words by a number of extreme 
utterances which seem to convey the impression that he is 
calling on the Jews to use violence, and that if the Jews 
should be armed today, they would refuse to surrender their 
arms after the war and would seek to capture Palestine by 


force against the will of England and her allies. This is not 
the meaning of the Jewish demand for an armed force of 
their own. Despite his noble motives and best intentions 
Wedgwood’s words—or the effect they produced—have thus 
misrepresented the attitude of the Jews and may do us 
little good. His reference in discussing the anti-Jewish 
attitude of the Palestine Administration to “Irishmen parada- 
ing as Englishmen” in the British police in Palestine is 
also unfortunate and may be interpreted as a personal 
prejudice against the Irish, quite out of keeping with 
his known views and attitudes on such questions. Lord 
Wedgwood’s ’plan” to transfer the Palestine mandate from 
England to the United States, is to be taken as mere 
expression of his indignation at the manner in which the 
government of his country has administered the Mandate 
and not as a concrete proposal. 

These indiscretions in Lord Wedgwood’s address do not, 
however, detract from its greatness as the utterance of a man 
of high moral stature who is pained at every injustice com- 
mitted by the government of his country.—ED.) 
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Y LORDS, when last this matter was raised in this 

House the noble Viscount, Lord Cranborne, accused 
me of inciting to violence. In a sense, my whole life has 
been spent in inciting people to think, to see, and then to 
act. Every idea is an incitement, and when urged and be- 
lieved in, it is acted upon, unless other ideas are put against 
it, or unless lack of energy stifles the idea at birth. There 
is no difference between the inception of an idea and the 
incitement. I trust that the charge of inciting your Lord- 
ships to violence will not be taken too seriously, or as being 
too extraordinary; for, after all, I look round these Benches 
and I see the incitement to violence behind all of you. I see 
the House of Cecil, founded on incitement to violence upon 
Bosworth Field. I see the first House of Lords extorting 
Magna Charta from a King—inciting to violence! I see the 
first House of Commons summoned in a rebellion, and main- 
tained and sustained by successful incitements to violence 
throughout the ages. I only hope that we shall continue 
to live up to our traditions, and respond to incitements to 
violence. 

But perhaps you will be thinking that I was inciting the 
Jews of Palestine to violence. No, no, my Lords. It might 
be a very good thing to incite them to violence; the shock 
is often salutary; but it is years since any word of mine has 
ever been reported in Palestine, and there is no chance of 
my incitements getting beyond the four walls of this Cham- 
ber. Indeed, when this matter was before the House 
recently, when the official broadcast was made from Palestine 
to the Arabs, the speeches of Lord Davies and myself were 
referred to. I presume that the broadcast was “vetted” 
by the usual censors or officials of Palestine, and it was 
pointed out to the Arabs that both Lord Davies and myself 
were not really genuine Lords, but belonged to the lower 
orders, and had been elevated above our station for political 
reasons. In those circumstances, I think it will be quite 
clear that no incitement to violence can come from us. As 
a matter of fact, Lord Davies is in the enjoyment of adequate 
means, and I myself, with a pleasant resounding pedigree, 
can view with interest and indifference the Anti-Semitic 
underworld and their attempts to substantiate their position. 

I should like to say in passing that it is, and I believe 
always has been, the custom for the Ministry of Informa- 
tion to give to members of the House of Commons, and | 
believe also to members of the House of Lords, particulars 
of everything Joyce or Goebbels has said about us in the 
German broadcasts which reflected upon us in any way. 
I think that that is a very good principle, and that it might 
be extended to the broadcasts made by the British Govern- 
ment as well, so that we should have a certain knowledge of 
what was being said, and possibly a check upon the people 
who said it. The difficulty there is that I do not want that 
censor rebuked; I consider his evidence invaluable, and I 
only want to know whether we sit here by permission of the 
Foreign Office or as Peers of the Realm. 

I ask that because recently another of our servants—some 
official, I must suppose, of the Foreign Office—has followed 
suit with another impertinence. I was asked by the Zionist 
Agency to send a five-minute talk to a New York banquet 
in connection with the subject of to-day’s debate. They 
assured me that the B.B.C. were mere transmitters, and 
that the censorship would apply only, as usual, to military 
information. For that my script was passed, and the 
banquet guests enlightened. Extracts from my speech 
appeared in the Daily Mail. Immediately, without request 
or apology to me, an official, whose name I wish to know, 
issued a communique to the Press to say that the B.B.C. 
did not approve of my speech, and that the censor had been 
punished for allowing it to go over their transmission. As 
a matter of fact, there were two censors, one a Protestant 
and the other a Catholic; I wonder which of them was 
punished. I also wonder whether I have a legal remedy— 
damages for libel. Perhaps some of our legal Lords would 
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advise me on the subject. I make my living out of broad- 
casting for the B.B.C—or I might—but they will never 
allow me to broadcast again. And then moral and intellec- 
tual damages. Think of the spate of anonymous letters and 
all the terms of abuse which I might expect to receive from 
the readers of the Daily Mail, directly they saw the com- 
munique, though as a matter of fact the letters I got were 
all the other way. I had twenty-nine letters: twenty-six 
approved of my broadcast and three did not. The three 
which did not, of course, were written by Fascists, as usual 
Anti-Semite Fascists, all of the same criminal type. I 
thought I would pass them over to the Government; they 
would be worth reading. The Daily Mail was wrong. 
Either it has got a very small circulation or its readers are 
not so Anti-Semite as you would expect. In fact, in spite 
of the newspapers and the black markets, Anti-Semitism 
declines as Hitler is better understood. 


| gmeomagaern! the speech I made was germane to this 
debate, for which indeed it was actually prepared. I 
propose to ask your Lordships to hear and determine be- 
tween the alarmist official and myself. This is the speech I 
sent over the wireless to New York: 

“The chief merit of Dr. Weizmann is that he seeks to 
restore or create the self-respect of the Jewish people. I 
think the creation of self-respect should be the great aim 
of all statesmen—everywhere. . . . In Palestine the Jew is 
on horseback, head up, free from the care of what others 
may think of him. At home! I used to think that the 
first step towards freedom was to get the land. Give me 
the land and I will produce the men. In 1942, in a worse 
world, I must’ reverse the order. Give me the men, and 
they can take the land—only, the men must be armed. In 
1942, men without arms don’t count, and have no rights. 
Presently, they have no food and live no longer. That 
is why Victor Cazalet and I, and that handful of God’s 
good Englishmen who still put duty and conscience above 
subservience to any Government, have formed a com- 
mittee to concentrate effective action on the arming of the 
Jews. The arguments are mostly obvious. The more 
people there are to help us destroy Hitlerism the better. 
None are more pledged to try to kill Hitler than the Jews. 
Not to allow them to fight for their own land and their 
skins by our side is inhuman and treachery to all that we 
fight for. 

“These reasons I have given are obvious. Yet why is it 
forbidden to arm? Let us be frank. We have nothing 
to conceal any longer. Our enemies know already why we 
want the Jews of Palestine armed—and why the British 
Government forbid it. We want the Jews of Palestine 
armed in the sure and certain conviction that, once armed, 
they will never surrender those arms, save with their lives, 
either to Hitler’s Germans or the British Administration 
in Palestine. First arms, then land, then freedom! Yoked 
for twenty-five years in double harness the end has come. 
Twenty-five years of what should have been co-operation 
have been twenty-five years of jealousy, malice and un- 
charitableness, ending in the mass massacre of the 
‘Struma.’ The British Administration have been too 
strong for the British Parliament and conscience. The 
whole Administration, from the top to the Irish police 
who masquerade as British—are against the half-million 
Jews of Palestine. They will never let them have arms, 
nor land, nor free immigration, nor a refuge, nor a home 
—never! They don’t like Jews. And there are enough 
Anti-Semites and crypto-Fascists still in Great Britain to 
back up the Hitler policy and spirit. 

“Some think it will be all right at the end of the war, 
that the ‘Struma’ and the ‘Patria’ and the shootings 
and concentration camps are all forced upon the British 
Government to prevent the Arabs making trouble just 
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now. Wishful thinking! The Arabs are an excuse, not a 
reason. Any change now must involve the whole Admin- 
istration. They have all a vested interest in proving the 
Balfour Declaration unworkable, in proving themselves 
right. There is no longer any hope for any British Admin- 
istration. The bombs that blew up the ‘Struma’ blew 
too deep a gulf between. It was the logical and inevitable 
end of a policy. Therefore seek to get your America to 
act, to press for freedom and justice, to accept the Man- 
date, to build another free land, with open doors and 
open hearts. I am speaking to you, Stephen Wise, and to 
you, Hillel Silver. I have tried to save for my own 
countrymen the glory of rebuilding Jerusalem, of doing 
justice, of creating freedom. It is no use; they won't do 
it. I cannot help it. You must turn to America and must 
take on the job yourselves. Ask no more from Britain. 
You make yourselves too cheap. You weary us. We 
prefer King Ibn Saud and King Farouk, and veils and 
fezzes and the Middle Ages. 


“I speak also to you, Senator Wagner. You are as 
devoted to your people as I am to mine. You are as proud 
of America as I am of England’s past. Will you see 
where lies America’s duty? Can you take on the job 
from our enfeebled hands? The responsibilities of the 
whole world have lain on our shoulders long enough. It’s 
your turn now. The mantle of Elijah has fallen upon 
Elisha—not only in Palestine. It is your rendezvous with 
destiny. And, if it should occur to you to think poorly 
of the way in which we have acquitted ourselves, if you 
see too many black pages in our history, reflect that all 
nations that have ruled have such black pages, but see at 
the same time in our history, as in America's, that at 
least there have always been men to denounce the crimes 
of their own Government, to seek to right the wrong. 
You and I, Senator Wagner or Senator Lodge, we may 
not succeed, but we can keep our country’s name clean 
by daring to be in the right with two or three. Then some 
day even Jews will find justice and respect, perhaps even 
gratitude. We may all look forward to the day when 
there will be no leaving it to England or leaving it to 
America, when, joined in a Federal Union of the Free, 
the Jews of Palestine may be partners. Then neither 
isolated America nor isolated England shall be any longer 
afraid to do its duty.” 

I have stated there my honest opinions, hoping your Lord- 
ships will prove me wrong. I think the Jews of Palestine 
will not be allowed arms nor to form Home Guards, to 
defend themselves or to kill Nazis. You can prove me 
wrong. You dare not admit me right. I have stated the 
facts as to the attitude of the Administration towards the 
Jews. You have made these facts. They are ugly facts— 
“not a pretty piece of porcelain,” as Lord Brabazon said 
in his speech. Did he expect me to make a pretty piece of 
poreclain? Politics in 1942 are not so pretty, and the return 
of the “Struma” to Hitler’s use was not pretty. Anti- 
Semitism is not pretty. Does Lord Brabazon want to make 
your Lordships’ House a pretty place where, in decent twi- 
light, those who have escaped from responsibility may 
exchange pretty compliments? A stanza from Mr. Swin- 
burne’s “Proserpine” :— 

; ‘ “Here, where the world is quiet... 
., From too much love of living, 
From hope and fear set free, 
We thank, with brief emotion, 
Whatever God’s may be.” 
Pshaw, not while there is a drop of blood in our veins. Lord 
Brabazon is now free. He can freely state and adhere to 
arguments he believes to be sound. I do not think his argu- 
ments are sound, but I am afraid your Lordships might, and 
therefore I shall not quote them. I can assure Lord 
Brabazon that the frankness and courage for which he was 
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noted in the Commons will be equally highly appreciated in 
the Lords, and in any case, he come from the sublime to the 
homely, let me remind him that dog does not eat dog. 


O, YOU do not want things to be pretty. You want 

them to be honest. Your grievance against me is not 
what I said, but that I said these things to America, and not 
here from my place in Parliament. Let me explain. The 
barrier between us and Americans is that we do not speak of 
them or to them as though they were Englishmen or Scots- 
men, but as though they were foreigners—not with perfect 
frankness, but with the language of diplomacy, as though we 
have to make a case, to justify our conduct and our past. If 
we are going to work with them—ultimately, as I hope, to 
unite with them—all this “my country right or wrong” stuff 
simply exasperates, and I believe it is intended to do so. 
There are many pages in our history of which we are 
ashamed. So there are in America’s. Decent people in 
Britain and America are not going to conceal them, slur 
them over, or defend them. What we can point to, in both 
countries, is that every crime of government has found men 
to denounce their own Government, and ultimately to con- 
vert public opinion. In that we are almost unique. It is our 
most glorious tradition. Chatham denouncing the war with 
the Thirteen Colonies; Burke denouncing the pillage of 
India; Wilberforce denouncing the slave trade; Ashley 
Cooper denouncing the factory system; Bright denouncing 
our support of the South in the Civil War; Mill denouncing 
the crimes of Governor Eyre—we owe something to these 
men, all Members of Parliament. We owe just what 
America owes to Lloyd Garrison, to Lowell, and to Lincoln, 
and those who in recent days defended, even with humour, 
as the Lord Chancellor will admit, Sacco and Vanzetti or 
the Scottsboro negro boys. It is these people who have 
made our joint united traditions. 

I beg your Lordships to approve of one who has done his 
best to carry on those traditions. Our fame will stand higher 
in history because one voice was raised in Parliament to 
denounce and correct the massacre of Jallianwallah Bagh, 
or the surrender of the Czechs at Munich, or the return of 
the “Struma” to Hitler’s use, or the refusal of arms and 
safety to the Jews. The Prime Minister wrote of me:— 

“The distressed of the whole world have learnt to look 
to him, and through him to Parliament, for a patient hear- 
ing and the redress of wrongs. There have been occasions 
when he and I have differed, but I have never doubted his 
single-minded pursuit of truth and justice.” 

That is not merely an accolade, an answer to this Foreign 
Office servant, it is an encouragement. Is it possible that 
if I did not exist you would positively have to invent me? 
I apologise if I am preaching. I only wish you would 
appoint for the work a suffragan from among the Lords 
Spiritual—only do not pay him lest he transfers his allegi- 
ance to the Foreign Office and the Vatican. 


HY DID I appeal directly to America? Because I am 

not playing a game, but trying to get arms for the 
Jews. Why did I tell the Americans the ugly truth? Be- 
cause I wish to force the hands of the British Foreign Office. 
It is not enough for our good name to make empty protest. 
I want results, not the recitation of a litany. We followed up 
the massacre of Amristar by the dismissal of General Dyer. 
We followed up the murder of the Czechs at Munich by 
hooting Chamberlain out of office. I hope yet to live to see 
those who sent the “Struma’s” cargo back to the Nazis 
hanged as high as Haman, cheek by jowl with their proto- 
type and Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler. Do noble Lords think, even 
if it was the only way, it was wrong to tell America? Amer- 
icans are with us now in the fight against Hitler. How much 
longer is the farce to continue of measuring out what it is 
wise to tell those who fight and die beside us? In the words 
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of our Anglo-American Prime Minister, affairs between us 
afe getting a bit mixed up, as the Mississippi, “just rolling 
along.” May they get more mixed and more united, for we 
must tell each other the truth and learn to trust each other's 
background and principles. 

When I spoke to America I did not do so with my tongue 
in my cheek, and I desire that the Foreign Office and the 
B.B.C. should also keep the tongue in its proper place. If 
we do not do our duty by the persecuted Jews in the world 
I hope that America will. I should prefer that we should. 
make an armed, triumphant Palestine, but if the present 
aping of Hitler is the best we can do then let America say 
“Is not there a better way?” My demands are three—per- 
mission to the Palestinian Jews to raise and arm Home 
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Guards; the raising of a definitely Jewish Force recruited 
from any Jews who have or can escape from Hitler; the arm- 
ing and training to fight of all the Jews now ignominiously 
serving in the Pioneer Corps. I am told that both Lord 
Croft and Lord Cranborne are to reply in this debate. Lord 
Croft was an Imperialist. I and the Jews will get as short 
shrift from him as did the Spanish Republic. However much 
we may both love our country the difference between us is 
profound. He would like to restore the power to dominate; 
I only want to restore to England the right to hold up her 
head. Give us a chance to restore our self-respect, to wipe 
out the black pages of the last twenty-four years, to estab- 
lish our place in history as fighting for justice even for the 
despised Jews, which is refused. 


THE MONTH IN REVIEW 


by M. Reichenstein 


HE FAST of the Ninth of Ab commemorating the 
destruction of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar was 
observed this year on Thursday July 23 as one of the saddest 
days of mourning in Jewish history. By a remarkable coin- 
cidence the Ninth of Ab on which the First Temple was 
destroyed 2528 years ago is also the date on which the 
Second Temple was destroyed 656 years later, while 450 
years ago the Jews were expelled from Spain on the same 
day. 

This year in Jerusalem on that day, some fifty thousand 
Jews, including many Jewish soldiers and members of the 
Women’s Auxiliary Corps, went on the traditional pilgrim- 
age to the Wailing Wall and the Chief Rabbi of Eretz Israel 
on the Sabbath following broadcast to the Jews of the world 
a message of hope and comfort. 

In the weeks preceding and immediately following the 
day, weeks of the greatest anxiety for the Allied nations since 
the fall of France, there have come to the attention of the 
world some of the most gruesome facts about the persecution 
and annihilation of the Jews in Europe by the Nazis. It has 
been computed that nearly one million out of the seven mil- 
lion Jews in Europe have lost their lives since the war began, 
with mass-murders, deportations, confiscations and depriva- 
tions of food and air being intensified in recent weeks. As 
opposition to the Nazis increases in the conquered countries, 
the latter become more ruthless in their dealings with the 
population, and more especially with the Jews, whom they 
try to identify as the main source of opposition to their New 
Order. 

Last month the leaders of the Allied Nations finally gave 
public recognition to the fact that the persecution of the 
Jews was of a specific character. Anthony Eden, the Polish 
National Council and, lastly, Churchill, Roosevelt and the 
other leaders of the Allied Nations in their messages to the 
rally in the Madison Square Garden stressed that fact and 
gave assurances that the perpetrators of the atrocities would 
not go unpunished. 

Murders In Eastern Europe 

A detailed account of the Jewish situation in Poland 
under the Nazis was published during last month by Dr. I. 
Schwartzbard, member of the Polish National Council. 
Another account was given by a Christian Polish physician 
recently escaped from Poland. According to these reports 
the systematic extermination of the Jews in Poland is car- 
ried on partly by deliberate plans to bring about starvation 
and epidemics and partly by mass-executions. Of the latter, 
in many of which children were forced to witness the execu- 
tion of their parents and the victims made to dig their own 
graves before being machine-gunned, appalling figures have 


reached us within the past month: 35,000 Jews killed in 
Lemberg; 5,000 in Tarnopol; 15,000 in Stanislaw; 8,000 in 
Slonim; 2,000 in Zloczow; 8,000 n Hurubiszew; 2,000 in 
Volozin, and so on. In Cracow 150 Jews were executed to 
avenge the death of German soldiers killed in a derailed 
train. In some localities the Jewish community was made 
to supply the list of victims to be shot. The victims of the 
mass-murders were buried in shallow graves which stretch 
for miles. Some Jews were placed in railway cars filled with 
gas where they were suffocated. At least 200,000 Jews are 
said to have been shot in Poland since the Nazi occupation. 

Reports from Russia indicate that some eighty per cent 
of the Jewish population in the Nazi-occupied parts have 
been evacuated to the interior of Russia, to Uzbekistan, 
where there is now a million Jews instead of the forty 
thousand before the present war, and to various parts of 
Siberia. But those Jews who did not manage to escape were 
subjected to the full fury of the Nazis. Five thousand Jews 
were said to have been shot in Kerch as soon as the Ger- 
mans entered the city; hundreds of Jews were drowned in 
Yelsk; 750 were shot in Lelshitz; children were buried alive 
in Mozir. 

We are beginning to learn the details in terms of num- 
bers about the atrocities in Rumania during last year. 
Ninety thousand Jews are said to have been butchered in 
Bessarabia; eleven thousand in the city of Jassy. Some 175,- 
000 Jews were expelled from Bukovina, probably to Poland. 
The conditions of expulsion are the same everywhere: 
packed freight cars, short time for leavetaking, only a small 
sum of money and little baggage permitted, destination un- 
known, many perishing on the way, sometimes the exiles are 
taken out and shot. 

In Southeastern Europe 


The introduction of the ghetto in Poland was not 
always followed in other countries. To the Serbs, Bulgarians 
and Greeks the institution is unknown and the Balkan Jews 
get on so well with their non-Jewish neighbors that the 
Germans at first were wary about ghettos. But recently they 
have been improvised and in one Serbian town, Visnitza, the 
Jews, for lack of any other place, were forced to move to 
their cemetery. In Greece it is proposed to ship all Jews to 
a large ghetto in Crete, but since shipping is at present not 
available, the Jews are being rounded up and herded in the 
harbors. 

There have been no reports recently about the Jews in the 
clashes which occurred between th forces of General Draja 
Mikhailovitch and the army of occupation, but we know 
that Yugoslav Jews are taking an active part in the Chetnick 
forces and that there is even a special Jewish brigade among 
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them, composed mainly of Jews freed by the Chetniks from 
a concentration camp in Croatia. 
Western Europe: 
Restrictions and Deportations 


There are no mass-executions of Jews and no ghettos in 
Western Europe. But the right of the Jew to earn his live- 
lihood and to move about freely are being constantly re- 
stricted and large masses of Jews from Western Europe are 
being shipped to the ghettos of Poland and occupied Russia 
where they are subjected to slave labor and often to 
executions. 

Recently the Nazis started a wholesale deportation of 
Jews from Paris and from Amsterdam to Eastern Europe. 
So ruthless has the recent deportation been that not only has 
thr Dutch government in Exile protested, but even Petain 
and Laval have refused to cooperate with the Nazis in this 
respect. In Belgium, Holland and France the Christian 
population continues to show sympathy with the Jews and 
the increasing anti-Jewish laws are often set at naught by 
that attitude. In Nancy, France, the people refused to come 
to an anti-Semitic exhibition arranged by the Nazis. Belgian 
priests have on more than one occasion condemned the anti- 
Jewish attitude of the Nazis. 

But there are countries in which, if not the whole popu- 
lation, at least a substantial part of it represented in the 
government, readily cooperates with the Nazis. Such are 
mainly Slovakia and Hungary. In the latter country the 
proposed law for the confiscation of Jewish property, passed 
by both houses, is about to be put into practice. In the Baltic 
countries annexed by the Nazis, the procedure of parliamen- 
tary legislation was not necessary and the Jews—first in 
Estonia, later in Latvia and Lithuania—have been deprived 
of all their possessions. In Slovakia it is proposed to have all 
of the ninety thousand Jews expelled by the first of Decem- 
ber of this year. Cases of brutal deportations have already 
taken place last month. In Bardidzev the Hlinka Guards 
rounded up 1,200 Jews and, after shaving their beards and 
earlocks and submitting them to other indignities, shipped 
them to Poland without giving them an opportunity to take 
leave of their families. 

Among all these black tales of woe there are streaks of 
light, telling of Jewish heroism and of remarkable vitality 
and resilience in the face of tragedy. Of this we shall treat 
in our review next month. 
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PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 





$10,000 Transmitted to Palestine 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
cabled $10,000 to the Working 
Women’s Council for immediate de- 
fense measures necessitated by the 
emergency situation on the Middle 
Eastern Front. The fund is to be util- 
ized for the protection of children, 
their removal to safety zones, the sup- 
port of agricultural training farms for 
women, and assistance for the families 
of men in the armed services. 


Summer Activities 


Following its 8th National Conven- 
tion recently held in Detroit, a call was 
issued to the clubs to help meet the 
urgent needs of the Working Women’s 
Council, its sister organization in Pal- 
estine. The call stressed the need for 
continued upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Homeland in order that 
emergencies may be met in an organ- 
ized fashion as they arise. 

Pioneer Women’s Clubs will devote 
their summer activities to raising funds 
for the completion this year of the 
Central Vocational School for Girls at 
Ramath-Gan, near Tel Aviv. The 
school will train girls, between 14 and 
16, for technical trades, thus helping to 
relieve the shortage of manpower in 
industry due to the war. Clubs are sell- 
ing “bricks,” arranging outings, picnics, 
lawn festivals, beach parties, camp af- 
fairs, etc., in order to reach the total of 
$50,000 required for the erection of 
the building. 


United War Effort 


The Pioneer Women are patticipat- 
ing in the United War Effort pro- 
claimed by the American Jewish Con- 
gress. The activities of this campaign 
consist of doubling our war effort in 
America, as well as participating in the 
special $1,000,000 drive for the United 
Nations, especially England, Russia, 
and China. 


Special Transmission of $3,000 
For PATS Recreation Centers 

A special sum of $3,000 was sent by 
the Pioneer Women’s Organization to 
the Working Women’s Council for the 
establishing of recreation centers and 
temporary training quarters in Pales- 
tine for the PATS (Palestine Auxiliary 
Territorial Service) who now number 
1,500. This money was sent in addi- 
tion to the $10,000 cabled earlier this 
month. 


Farewell Evening 
For Sara Feder 

A Farewell Evening was tendered to 
Sara Feder, who has served in the 
National Secretariat for the past six 
years, and who is returning to her 


New Bar and Grill 
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“Accent On Food”... 
Rates from $25 per Week 


Wine Included With Suppers 
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home in Columbia, Mo., at the Capitol 
Hotel, on the evening of July 14th, 
where a large crowd gathered to pay 
tribute to a dynamic personality, who 
through her loyal and devoted work 
has done much for the growth of the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization. Sidor 
Belarsky, the well known singer added 
much by his singing. The singing of 
the Star Spangled Banner and the 
Hatikvah was led by Hanna Amster- 
dam. Katia Moladovsky read from 
her poems. 

Chavera Feder was greeted by mem- 
bers of the National Executive, Alta 


Sher, Rebecca Block, and Sara Kahn, 
and representatives of all the branches 
of the Labor Zionist movement, Isaac 
Hamlin, David Wertheim, Israel Mere- 
minski, Louis Segal, Yehudit Sim- 
chonit, Dvorah Rothbard, H. Ehren- 
reich; and Sidney Kalfuss of the Sidney 
Liptzen Foundation. Messages were 
read from the American Jewish Con- 
gress, the Conference of National 
Women’s Organizations, the Jewish 
National Fund, Hadassah, Women’s 
League for Palestine, League for Labor 
Palestine. Alta Sher presided. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


League for Labor Palestine 





National Office Moves 


Because of the expanded activities 
of the League for Labor Palestine, the 
National Office has taken a lease for 
larger quarters at 1140 Broadway, new 
quarters conveniently located for all 
those who would come to the office. 

The new offices will provide ade- 
quate spacé for the Field Director, 
Secretary, for Committee meetings, and 
a library. 

The oy ee Office will be happy to 
welcome all members of the League 
and their friends, who would like to 
visit our offices. 


Administrative Committee 
Meets to Plan for the Fall 


On June 28 a meeting was held at 
the Hotel Picadilly and a number of 
vital problems were discussed in torrid 
and humid weather for four uninter- 
rupted hours. 

On July 28 a special meeting of the 
Administrative Committee was called 
at the Hotel Astor, to discuss finances, 
the referendum, and the proposed plans 
of the functioning committees. The 
guest at this meeting was Mr. Philip 
Houtz, a member of the Social Workers 
Chapter and director of the N. Y. 
Office, National Jewish Hospital at 
Denver. Mr. Houtz was asked to ac- 
cept the Chairmanship of the Finance 
Committee and to give direction to the 
fund raising activities of the National 
Office. 

Mr. Isaac Imber presented a plan for 
stimulating active interest in the Zion- 
ist situation throughout the country. 
Dr. Seidel spoke of the need for relat- 
ing the League’s program to the needs 
of American Jewry. 


Public Relations 


The chapters were urged to continue 
to function during the summer months, 
in order to make full use of the facil- 
ities of our organization for the pur- 
pose of marshalling all support for 
Palestine in these trying times. Most 
of the chapters responded with the 
organization of their Executive Com- 
- miittees, as emergency committees for 
the summer months. An appeal was 
sent to all chapters, urging that every 
effort be made to arouse public interest 
on behalf of a Jewish Army in Pales- 
tine. This was done in conjunction 
with other Zionist groups. 

The chapters, in and around metro- 
politan New York, had a very busy 
schedule during the month of June and 
July. On June 21, members of the 


League participated in a rally at the 


Hotel Astor, on behalf of a Jewish 
Army. On July 21, the League mem- 
bers were again present in large num- 
bers at the monster, mass meeting 
held at Madison Square Garden, to 
protest Nazi atrocities against the Jews 
and to demand facilities for self-de- 
fense for the Jews of Palestine. 


Houston, Texas, Organizes 
League Chapter 

There has always been a strong senti- 
ment for Labor Palestine within the 
city of Houston. Recently, a visit by 
I. Mereminski of Histadrut did much 
to crystallize this sentiment into an or- 
ganized unit. Last month, under the 
leadership of I. B. Shapiro, Chairman, 
I. Weiner, Secretary and M. J. Gerber, 
Treasurer, an active chapter of the 
League was organized. Membership 
dues were sent in at once for a large 
part of the group and a close contact 
was set up between the group and the 
National Office. Within a short period 
of organization, the Houston Chapter 
has already participated in a number 
of events designed to aid Labor Pales- 
tine. On a recent visit by Abraham 
Dickenstein of the Ampal, the mem- 
bers of the Houston Chapter of the 
League were generous in their pur- 
chase of shares. Much is expected 
from the League Chapter in Houston, 
which should well serve as a nucleus 
for a rapid expansion of our organiza- 
tion in the South. 


Rochester 

Under the leadership of Morris 
Strassberg, the Educational Director of 
Temple Beth El, plans are going for- 
ward for the organization of a League 
Chapter in Rochester. The Field Direc- 
tor who attended the National Con- 
ference of Jewish Social Work in the 
City of Rochester, held a number of 
conferences with Morris Strassberg, 
Nelson Kirschenbaum and I. Diamond. 
He also met with important leaders in 
Zionism, Noah Scher and Mark Hana- 
polsky. Mr. Strassberg, himself a past 
member of the League, expressed con- 
fidence that the city of Rochester could 
set up an active League group. He 
agreed to devote time and energy to 
this effort and was pleased to know of 
the interest expressed by many of the 
young people. 
Palestine Night 

Palestine Night, which has long 
been an institution at the National 
Conference of Jewish Social Work, 
was again held under the auspices of 
the Social Workers Chapter of the 
League for Labor Palestine, at the 


Hotel Seneca, Rochester, New York, on 
June 7. Financial assistance and co- 
operation was extended by the Jew- 
ish Center Workers and the Jewish 
Educators. 

The program consisted of Palestin- 
ian dances and dances of labor, pre- 
sented by the well-known Viennese 
dance team, Katya Delakova and Mr. 
Berger. A stimulating talk on the im- 
portance of Labor Zionism in the war 
situation was presented by Rabbi 
Philip Bernstein of Rochester. A sur- 
prise feature was the serving of Pales- 
tinian wine, which was presented to 
the Social Workers Chapter by the 
United Palestine Appeal. Over 800 
people attended the event and were 
welcomed by the Chairman of the even- 
ing, Herman Jacobs of Detroit. 

The Jewish Social Worker, a public. 
ation of the Social Worker’s Chapter 
of the League, was released and placed 
in the hands of delegates and guests at 
the Conference. Considerable material 
on Palestine and Labor Zionism was 
distributed. 

Los Angeles League 
Opens “Pop” Season 

The first performance of the Pop 
concert was sponsored by the Los 
Angeles Council of the League for 
Labor Palestine. The cooperative ef- 
forts of the League Council, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Benjamin Gould, 
made the event, not only a great social 
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and cultural success, but did much to 
raise funds for the educational needs 
of the League. 
Sacramento, California Plans 
League Organization 

A number of devoted friends of 
Labor Palestine have banded together 
for the purpose of discussing the or- 
ganizing of a League Chapter. This 
group was given some direction and 
stimulation by a recent visit of Saadia 
Gelb, Director of Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign in California. The interest of the 
group was manifested by the letter re- 
ceived from Dr. Seymour Lewis, who 
requested information and literature. 


Hartford Holds 
Annual Outing 

Braving persistent rainstorms, a 
group of some forty members of the 
Hartford Chapter, travelled many miles 
to keep a rendezvous at a rustic cabin 
where the annual picnic was scheduled. 
In between showers, a camp fire session 
was held, at which plans for the follow- 
ing year were discussed. At this occa- 
sion, David Segal, was introduced 
as the new chairman. The guest 
speaker for the day was Ellis Radinsky, 
the Field Director, who urged renewed 
effort and energy on behalf of Labor 
Palestine. He pointed out that the 
future of Palestine can only be insured 
by our own effort. After the picnic, a 
more intimate session was held at the 
home of David Segal, where the Execu- 
tive Committee discussed in detail the 
plans and program for the following 
years. 
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David Wertheim, national secretary, 
has recently returned from a trip to the 
Pacific coast. He spent more than a 
week in Los Angeles, as the guest of 
the Labor Zionist movement of that 
city. During his stay there he met with 
all the branches of the movement, and 


also addressed a meeting of the local 
Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign. The 
City Committee of the Poale Zion 
which arranged his stay in Los Angeles 
is headed by Dr. N. Saltzman and L. 
Tusman is the secretary of the com- 
mittee. 

Chaver Wertheim also visited San 
Francisco where he addressed a meet- 
ing of the Hoale Zion of which E. 
Hirsch is the secretary. On the return 
trip stops were made at St. Louis, Chi- 
cago and Cleveland. In all these cities 
the major topics of discussion were the 
current political problems of Zionism, 
the Labor Zionist Emergency Fund, 
and forthcoming Poale Zion conven- 
tion. 

In New York City the Poale Zion 
have been giving considerable attention 
to the campaign of the American 
Labor Party in preparation for the 
primary elections in August. 

During the month of July the atten- 
tion of the Central Committee of the 
Poale Zion was focused on the prepar- 
ations for the mass protest demonstra- 
tion which took place at Madison 
Square Garden, New York, on July 
21st, under the joint auspices of the 
American Jewish Congress, Jewish 
Labor Committee, and B'nai B'rith. 
The Poale Zion took an active part in 
the discussions which led to the meet- 
ing. 

The Poale Zion together with the 
entire Labor Zionist movement of the 
United States and Canada mourns the 
death on July 1st of Shmuel Siegel, a 
member of the Central Committee. 
Chaver Siegel represented in himself 
the entire history of the Labor Zionist 
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movement. He became a member of 
one of the earliest Poale Zion groups 
in Russia at the turn of the present 
century. He was one of the earliest 
members of the Party in the United 
States, having founded the branch in 
Pittsburgh, Pa, where he lived for 
many years before moving to New 
York. In recent years he devoted him- 
self particularly to the work of the 
Geverkshaften Campaign. 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE 
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During the past month successful 
efforts were made to collect the out- 
standing balances of the year. As a re- 
sult considerable sums of money were 
received from many centers all over 
the country and from several in Can- 
ada. Forty thousand Dollars were re- 
mitted to Palestine in the month of 
July including fifteen thousand received 
from various communities in Canada. 


Plans for Coming Season 
In Full Swing 

With a view of intensifying the 
work for the Histadruth and enlisting 
the interest of wider sections of the 
Jewish public Mr. Isaac Hamlin Na- 
tional Secretary of the Geverkshaften 
Campaign visited Chicago, St. Louis, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Montreal and Tor- 
onto, where he held conferences with 
the officials and active workers and 
where plans were worked out for 


Carrying out the coming campaigns 


with the maximum possible success. 


Saadya Gelb’s Tour 
On the Coast 

Saadya Gelb, Executive Director of 
the Los Angeles Campaign has com- 
pleted a successful tour on the Pacific 
Coast, having visited Oakland, Petel- 
uma, San Francisco, San Jose, Seattle, 
Tacoma and Portland, O. He was ac- 
companied on his tour by Abraham 
Dickenstein of the Ampal. 
Coming Events 
Sunday, August 9 annual Histadrut 
Day at Highland Mills. 
Sunday, Augst 23 Histadrut Day in 
the Arbeiter Ring Camp at 
Boston. 
A rich program and prominent 
speakers in both places. 
Palestine Film in 
Summer Resorts 

The most recent Histadrut film “Pal- 
estine at War”, has been shown this 
sumer in many sumer resorts where it 
has evoked great interest and enthus- 
iasm. 
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With war work taking more and 
more of the American woman’s time, 
what food could be more convenient 
to serve and more popular with the 
family than Heinz KOSHER Vege- 
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They’re baked so thoroughly that 
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crimson tomato sauce. They’re ready 
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